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OP  WEATHER  AHD  GEO?  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  the  W eefc  Endm.^  'I'uesday,  June  8, 1937, 


Issued  jointly  by  i'le  Division  of  Crop  cna  Livssiock  EstnncJes  end  tl.^  KT Bureau, 
Ofmos:  Fourih  Floor,  Fodera!  Office  Building,  lf..or.a,  dLniana. 


V/idespread  wind  and  dust  storms  on  the  2ril  and  3^^.  were  followed  hj  cool, 
cloudy,  and  showery  v/eather  during  the  week  ending  Tuesday,  June  8th.  Snow  cov'er^ 
ed  the  higher  elevations,  and  in  the  Red  Lodge  area  damaged  trees  and  shrubs  with 
a  v/et  8-inch  fall.  Subnormal  temperatures  brought  light  to  heavy  frosts  to  lowlands 
in  the  v/est,  but  damage  to  vegetation  was  slight. 


Showers  in  amounts  varying  from  to  2^  inches  moterial.ly  benefit ’.or]  tne  south¬ 
ern  third  of  the  State,  'out  were  mostly  too  light  and  too  snot  ted  in  o..i.e  northern 
;  two  thirds  east  of  the  Divide  to  nr'^vent  further  severe  drought  and  soil-blov/ing 
damage  to  crops  and  ranges,  and  relieve  a  rapidly  becoming  serious  livestock  situ- 
^  ation.  Soils  were  renorted . bio wing  and  damaging  dryland  crops  in  northern  and  east¬ 
ern  drought  districts  v/ith  only  moderate  winds.'  Recent  duststorms  in  the  northeast 
are  the  most  severe  of  record  for  that  region. 


While  the  showers  greatly  irnnroved  prosnects  for  growing  crops,  and  made  poss¬ 
ible  plcanting  of  late  feeds,  t empery.tures  during  the  week  were  much  too  cool  for 
normal  growtii.  Garden  and  truck  crops  were  partic'rlarly  backward.  Irrigated  crons 
were  reported  only  fair  in  the  ncrthe.ast,  and  g'nerally  good  in  other  sections. 

The  outlook  for  dryland  crops  from  Toole,  Cxiouteau,  and  the  northern  xjortion  of 
Cascade  Counties  to  the  Dcikota  Line  rema.ins  decidedly  unfavorable  v/ith  most  of  the 
grain  crops  now  considered  beyond  help  other  tha,n  making  fp“d  even  if  good  rains 
occurred.  Exodus  of  farmers  from,  the  drought-stricken  northeast  is  reported  in- 
•creasing. 


V/inter  wheat  has  imoroved  in  the  south,  although  much  has  advanced  too  far  to 
be  materially  helped  by  recent  rains.  It  is  good,  in  the  extreme  northwest,  but  is 
heading  short  and  in  fair  or  rjoor  condition  in  most  other  sections.  It  is  reoorted 
largely  a  failure  in  Chouteau  County.  Winter  rye  is  also  heading;  stands  are  fair. 
Spring  ’jdiea.t  is  showing  uo  better  since  the  rains,  and  is  suffering  less  than  oa.ts.^ 
and  barley  in  the  drier  districts.  More  rains  ,are  needed  badD.y  for  spring  grains 
'  over  most  of  the  StaJe  exceot  the  extreme  soutn,  as  v/cll  as  f'''T'  ran'^es,  pastures 
irrigation,  forest-fire  protection  and  filling  of  stock  'water. lOlcs  Peas  under 
irrigation  in  the  west  are  good.  It  has  been  a  little  too  ,ccoi  this  Y/eek  for  ^o<E, 

'  growth  of  sugar  beets,  and  in  some  of  the  more  southern  dis^..ricts  "oo  wet  at  times 
for  thinning  and  cultivating.  Ap'ole  and  cherry  crops  anioear  in  normal  condition. 

I 

i  Pastures  and  ranges  improved  in  the  south  as  a  result  of  good  showers,  but 

I  deteriorated  in  the  north  because  of  drought  and  duststorms.  Little  good  grass  is. 

I  to  be  found  east  of  the  Divide  excent  in  A  few  south-cv ntral  districts.  New  seed- 
I  ings  of  grass  are  expected  to  improve  in  the  south,  with  ruogress  generally  to 
I  date  only  fair. 

I 

Livestock  are  in  fair  condition  in  the  northeast,  and  mostly  good  elsewhere. 
Additional  movern'nt  cf  livestock  continues  from  the  drought  areas  and  ..lay  become 
hea.vy  soon  with  further  lack  cf  moisture  and  decline  cf  the  ra,nge.  There  has  oeen  . 
i  some  loss  cf  young  stuff  in  the  northeast  i rc  m  la.ck  cf  milk  in  ewes  and  desertion 
j  by  cows.  Weather  conditions  during  the  w^-ek  were  unfavcrcable  for  shea.ring,  vvhich 
I  is  beginning  to  get  under  way  gener'^lly  .and  'uill  Torcb.'^bly  re^'-ch  a.  ueak  within  the 
I  next  two  weeks. 

Rains  helped  summerfa.llowing  and  retarded  ,?:ra.s shopper  hatching.  Cricket  act— 
d'uvity  -was  somewhat  subdued  by  the  cold  wet  wea-thcr .  Government  financed  cricket 
'  control  work  wa.s  discontinued  on  J^une  ptR  for  la.ck  of  funds. 
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8c  Livesteck  Estimates 

The  following  coxinty  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  June  5>  1937 » 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State  Exten¬ 
sion  Service: 

BEAVEDHEAD  Past  two  days  colder  with  some  precipitation  in  scattered  sections 
throughout  the  county;  moisture  needed.  Irrigation  water  supply  low.  Crops  fair 
to  good  to  date.  Shearing  stai'ted  with  a.  few  small  flocks;  no  activity  in  wool. 
Livestock  in  good  shape.  Cool  weather  slov.'ed  un  hopper  hatchings. 

BIG-  HO Pdi  Precipitation  during  the  v/eek  has  ranged  from  one  inch  to  tvvo  and  a  half 
inches  in  Big  Horn  County.  This  has  improved  the  growing  conditions  trem 
endously  as  all  crops  were  suffering  from  lack  of  moisture.  Vfinter  wheat  has  im¬ 
proved  and  is  looking  good.  Spring  wheat  is  Deginning  to  shov;  up  oetter.  V-alley 
doing  v/ell  though  the  tenTperature  is  somewhat  cool  for  the  best  progress  of  sugcur 
beets  and  wet  weather  has  delayed  thinning  and  cultivation.  r-  ...ge  is  improv¬ 

ing  rapidly  with  the  recent  rains.  Cattle  in  fair  condition.  She.;.  shearing 
begun.  Crickets  slcw^ed  U'^s  by  rain.  Gr.es show ners  reroi'ted  in  rlaces  but  aro'^rent- 
ly  very  little  damage  dene.  Poisoning  going  on  in  seme  places. 

BIA.IHE  No  precipitation.  Cool  with  extreme  winds  durirg  the  entire  week.  ^n 
May"  28th"  the  worst  wind  ruad  hust  storm  in  tiie  lii story  of  the  county  did 
considerable  damage  to  both  dry  land  and  irrigated  crops  as  well  as  seme  buildings. 
Crch  conditions  very  poor  on  dry  land  and  just  fair  on  irrigated.  Many  fields 
that  have  net  blown  prior  to  this  week  are  da.maged  severely  from  soil  blowing. 

Even  if  sufficient  moisture  fell  within  the  next  two  daj's  crop  prospects  "/ould 
only  be  fair  for  the  entire  county.  Range  grass  disappearing  rapidly  an  account 
of  drought.  Only  feed  available  is  in  coulee  bottoms  Stockmen  planning  to  ship 
to  market  or  new  range  within  a  snort  time. 

CAEBOl!  precipitation  general  throughout  th^  county.  H.alf  i.'ich  of  precipitation 
fell  in  the  Bridger  -area,  he.avy  rains  .?t  Belfry  and  a  total  of  inches 
of  rainfall  in  the  Red  Lodge  area  during  the  week.  Weather  clcudy  end  cool. 

Snev/s  in  the  western  portion  of  the  county.  Thinning  of  jeets  almost  completed. 
Grass  conditions  very  good,  range  grass  seeding  at  -an  early  date.  Dry  land  vdieat 
now  beginning  to  head  cut,  alfalfa  making  a  goc.d  growth.  Sc  m;e  rye  fields  headed 
out.  Crickets  continue  unabated.  Mormon  cricket,  project  c.^-lled  cff.  Mixing  of 
gr.a.sshopper  oait  continues  a.nd  the  demanc?  for  saiae  is  fairly  general  all  over 
the  county.  Livestc  ck  in  fair  ccnci.iticn. 

CASCAIiE  .03  inches  of  procipitat  ic  n  the  p.ast  week  together  with  cool  clcudy 
weather  has  t cmr)crarily  checked  crop  .and  range  damage  from  drought. 
Continued  rains  will  bo  necessary  to  imoreve  crop  cenditiens.  Gnoxsshopper  out¬ 
breaks  are  reported  in  larg:e  numbers  in  practically  all  parts  of  the  coanty  and 
crickets  continue  to  threaten  any  crop  prospects  existing  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  county.  Effective  v,prk  ha.s  been  dene  in  controlling  these  insects  through 
the  spreading  cf  sodium  arsenite  dust  and  lime,  with  the  -assistance  of  WPA  crews. 
All  poisoning  operatic  ns  were  t ■'■rrnin-ted  Saturday  dac  to  l.ack  of  funds.  Crops 
cn  irrigated  land  appear  to  be  about  nermaj.  and  if  the  vn\ter  .  '-P'.p]:;  holds  out  the 
prospects  for  geed  crops  in  that  area,  are  promising.  Livestock  a.;e-  in  fair  con¬ 
dition,  but  ma,ny  farmers  and  stockmen  a..r^  making  plans  to  move  thf^ir  stock  to 
market  in  the  very  near  future  unless  conditions  change. 

CHOUIEAU  Continued  dry  witn  a  little  rain  i..  si,:Cticns  but  net  enough  to  do  any 
amount  of  good  to  the  crops.  Few  v/.arm  days.  Centinaed  winds.  Winter 
wheat  in  many  sections  reported  as  a  ccaiplete  failure.  Spring  crops  need  moist¬ 
ure.  Outlook  for  crop  veip/  unfavorable.  Ranges  suffering  from  lack  of  moisture 
out  in  sections  where  there  lia.s  been  an  rcc^sional  snow'-r  the  .::rass  is  improving. 
Mormon  cricket  infesta.ticn  very  heavy.  WPA  crews  ta.ken  cff  tcd.ay.  Situation 
very  serious. 


CUSTER-?D'j\fD'ER  RIVER  Much  cooler  with  light  showers  and  r^'-ins.  Southern  powder 

River  County  reports  nearly  2  inches  cf  rain  the  past  week. 
Seme  high  winds  carrying  foreign  dust.  Soil  ^^et  down  about  4  inches.  Growing 
conditions  cf  .9,11  crops  iiuch  improved  rnd  s-'fe  for  the  pres'-nt.  Ho  certa,inty  yet 
cf  either  feed  or  grain  crops  cn  dry  land.  Moro;  me  isturo-  no'eded.  later  to  insure 
any  crop.  Some  planting  cf  late  forage  crops.  Gnov/th  of  alfalfa  good  but  slow. 
Sugar  Deo-ts  up  and  thinning  started.  Irrigation  centinu'^s  heavy.  Grass  cen¬ 
ditiens  on  south  sid.e  much  better  since  rains.  North  ccantry  still  'ness  only  . 
in  coulees  a.nd  water  scme^diat  short.  North  side  mostly  sheep  range.  Late  grass 
should  ma,ke  a  start.  Early  feed  good  in  southern  Powder  River  Coninty.  Cattle 
oicking  up  and  beginning  to  shod  off.  Sheep  and  lambs  fair  to  good,  but  l.a.mb  crop 
much  shorter  than  expected.  Grasshoppers  quite  j^rev^lent  but  do  ing  no  apparent 
damage  at  pre3''nt.  poisoning  operations  to  start  soon.  Crickets  cn  the  move  in 
south  co'ontry  and  doing  some  damage  to  cultivcited  crops.  Dusting  operations  now 
in  progress  only  within  boundary  cf  National  Forest. 


DANIELS  Only  .04  inches  procipitat i 
heavy  v/inds  ha,s  seriously  d 
troyed  a  large  percentage  cf  crops. 
All  field  v/erk  has  been  discontinued 
be  planted  should  a.inple  rainfall  ccc 
protected  from  wind  in  the  boot  is  1 
search  of  pa.sture  located  good  feed 
tc  commence  shipping  next  week.  The 
native  grass  and  range  throughout  th 


n  thus  far  in  June 
a.maged  crops  in  ecu 
Recent  dust  storms 
pending  rainfall, 
ur  within  ten  d.ays. 
ess  than  six  inches 
northeast  cf  Minct, 
hea.vy  wind  May  28 1 
e  county.  No  grass 


Continue  drought  and 
.nty  and  completely  des- 
inc  st  seve're  on  record. 
Emergency  feed  crop  will 
Early  seeded  v;heat  v;here 
high.  Sc  ’'e  stockmen  in 
Nertu  Dakt  ta,  and  expect 
h  severely  d-amaged  the 
,  e  r  G  a  rxae:e  r  epo  r  t  e d . 


DA'yVSCIT  The  week  closed  with  sene  precipitation  fcllcwing  wind  and  dry  conditions. 

The  moisture  was  in  the  form  cf  scattered  snc'-vers  but  covered  the  county 
fairly  generally.  The  benefits  are  p.pt  to  be  temporary.  The  benefits  tc  crops 
from  the  moisture  will  probably  net  hold  ever  for  any  considerable  length  of  time, 
a.lthcugh  conditions  are  more  fa.vcraDle  than  previously.  The  ground  wa.s  soaked 
only  tc  a  shallow  depth  but  procably  suf ficientl./  tc  bring  on  late  yiilanted  corn 
and  other  seeds  whicn  ha,ve  net  germiria,ted .  ■GrasshC"'-'(  rs  "r'.  ap’^ea.rin"  in  r'^tnor- 
•  1  .r  .e  .  numbi  rs  .  ‘ 

_  -  (continued  cn  R.^t  2). 
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FALLOK-CARTEH  Over  cne  inch  cf  nrecinit-nt  icn.  in  tlip  T)-'’st  week.  Moisture  conditirns 
fair.  Crop  cenditiens  greatly  ininrcved  Cousidera'b'!  e  acreage  of 
feed  crops  to  be  planted.  Gra.sshc'oners  still  a  menace  tr  crc.'  oonge.  Grass 

conditions  improved.  Lciinbing  nearing  ccmpleticn.  Shearing  c  oent  L  ns  o,re  under 
way.  A  few  small  bands  being  sheared.  Shearing  operations  "ill  bo  in  full  force 
within  the  next  two  \vef:ks. 

FERGUS  Crons  holding  due  to  cool  weather  and  light  showers  in  most  narts  of  the 

county.  Somh  heavy  showers  in  small  areas  have  bt'en  of  som^' benef  it .  Rre- 
cioitaticn  -22.  Seme  shortage  cf  eed  and  v/ater  in  sections.  Showers  may  improve 
feed  situ'^tion  seme,  but  not  water. 

FLATHEAD  fhoather  nas  been  cccl  for  this  time  cf  the  year  v/ith  some  local  frosts. 

Growing  conditions  hau’-e  been  good  for  rail  small  grains  and  peas,  but  a 
little  backward  for  garden  and  truck  crops.  Winter  wheat  is  just  begi  irolng  to  herad 
and  prospects  for  a  high  yield  .are  good.  Spring  grains  are  stocling  a  little  mere 
than  normal,  which  is  desirable  if  v.^e  continue  to  have  enough  Licisture  for  good 
growing  conditions.  Cutworms  have  been  reported  very  numerous  in  most  cormnunities , 
out  their  damage  has  been  confined  largely  to  new  sta,nds  cf  alfalfca,  sweet  clover 
and  gardens.  The  high  water  stage  cf  most  streams  is  past  and  reports  are  coming 
in  from  cut-lying  districts  that  many  of  the  streams  and  run-effs  used  for  irri- 
meadows  have  been  very  lov/  or  entirely  dry  sc  that  the  nre  snect  ive  tonnage  cf  hay 
will  be  lighter  this  year  than  norma,!.  The  condition  of  lio'estock  continues  to 
be  good,  pastures  and  ranges  p.,rr  generally  £;:ood.,  but  tnere  is  no  surplus  avail¬ 
able  for  outside  stock. 

GALLATIN  Lev/er  average  temperature,  increased  cloudiness  and  rain  latter  pa.rt  of 
week.  Beneficial  precipitation  in  southeast  portions.  Small  benefit 
in  west  and  north  portions  of  county.  Every  available  amount  of  irrigation  water 
new  being  used  in  an  effort  to  get  all  crops  watered  Drfore  the  later  right  ditches 
are  shut  off.  Crops  generally  shev/ing  good  growth  except  for  v/est  portion  of 
cc'onty  v.fhere  they  are  shewing  effects  of  drought.  Irrigation  cf  spring  grain  and 
peas  started  this  week.  Indications  point  toward  a  good  first  cutting  of  alfalfa. 
Other  crop  prospects  are  dependent  on  tne  seas': n  and  the  supply  of  irrigation 
water.  Farm  flock  shearing  continues  cand  a  few  range  bands  a,re  already  shearing. 
Pastures  somewhat  dry  in  north  and  west  sections  of  county. 

GARF I ELD-PE TROLEUM  Trace  precipitation  -and  cooler.  Crops  in  :i  few  scattered 

IccaPities  could  still  produce  feed  with  abunda.it  moisture. 
Serious  loss  due  to  soil  drifting  and  drought  apparent.  Laow  S'-'oRng  partly 
drifted  and  destroyed  by  winds.  All  seeding  cf  late  feed  crops  including  much 
corn  not  seeded  ns  usu.al  due  to  lack  of  .moisture.  Ranges  drying  up. 

GLACIER  Severe  wind  storm  Wednesday  night  followed  by  general  showers  rest  cf 

week.  Vi'ea.ther  generally  cool,  freezing  ice  at  night.  Moisture  excellent 
in  northern  part  cf  county,  net  sc  ficed  in  southern  part.  Moisture  condition  is 
not  critical  in  Glacier.  Seme  fields  badly  drifted  and  others  badly  wind  whipped 
during  week.  Crops  generally  in  fair  condition.  Shearing  commencing.  Livestock 
generally  in  good  shape.  Deficiency  in  reliable  farm  labor.  A  few  reports  of 
hoppers  hatching  along  fence  rows. 

HILL  A  tra.ee  cf  pro  cii.iitaticn  for  the  vast  wfcek.  Continued  dry  weather  with  seme 
winds  during  the  week.  Wheat  is  hanging  on  in  fa,ir  suape.  Barley,  rye  and 
oats  suffering.  Grass  conditions  very  poor.  Rain  needed  scon  or  livestock  v/ill 
Have  to  be  moved  out  shortly.  Livestock  in  just  fair  ccnr'iticn. 

JUD ITH  BASIN  Precipitation  slight  a.nd  scattered.  Terperatures  low.  Wind  excess¬ 
ive  and  very  damaging  to  crops.  Growing  conditions  peer.  Crops 
have  suffero-ol  seriously  from  soil  erosion  and  drought.  Grasshoppers  a..nd  crickets 
very  numerous.  Range  has  turned  brown  except  in  cculeO'S  and  places  whore  r'ur.-g'ff 
occurred  last  spring.  Seme  livestock  has  already  been  shipped  to  feed.  If  pre¬ 
vailing  drought  continues  more  will  go  in  the  very  near  future. 

LAKE'  Scattered  showers  throughout  the  county.  Temr'iera.tures  below  ncr.mal.  Grow¬ 
ing  conditions  f.air.  Winter  wheat  starting  to  head.  Peas  doing  exception¬ 
ally  well.  Irrigation  in  full  nregress  in  all  sections.  Beet  thinning  progressing. 
Ranares  in  good  condition.  Surplus  of  labor  coming  in  from  drought  stricken 
counties.  Grasshoppers  are  renerted  numpreus  in  southern  part  cf  county.  Mormon 
cricket  control  -progressing  rapidly. 

lev/ IS  &  CLAPZ-BROAD'WATER  Sc?,ttered  showers  in  both  counties  but  insufficient  to 

be  of  much  help  to  crops  and  grass.  Crons  at  relative 
standstill  during  week  beca.use  of  cool  weather.  Showers  f res.iei-ie- .  crops  but  had 
small  permanent  value.  Emergency  feed  crops  will  be  plante.d  if  irnisture  condi¬ 
tions  improve.  Seme  spring  wheat  has  not  come  up  for  la.ck  c;f  racisture.  Burning 
evident  in  spots  in  all  dry  land  grain  crops.  Irriraticn  v/ater  supplies  being 
reduced  f;ist .  Generally  considerably  less  irrigation  v;a,ter  available  this  ye.ar  as 
compared  to  a  year  ago.  Livestock  in  fa,ir  ccnuiticn.  Pastures  getting  short  due 
to  drouthy  situation.  Some  operators  seeking  pasture  outside  of  county.  Feed 
supply  outlook  not  premising.  Grcasshcpper  prcsnects  indicate  considera.ble  possible 
damage.  Poison  so-p plies  delayed. 

MAPI  SON- JEFFERSON  Intermittent  showers  during  w'vst  US  he 'ars  have  imnroved  growing 

conditions  for  gr->ss  and  seme  crops  in  most  cf  Madison  C''unty, 
out  so  far  have  dene  very  little  good  in  Jefferson  County.  Weather  h-.:;  been  un¬ 
seasonably  cccl.  Moisture  sc  far  has  not  been  sufficient  to  insure  normal _ stands 
cf  gra,in  and  peas  and  a  normal  ha,y  crop.  Stands  cf  grain  and  peas  very  thin  and 
spotted  ever  entire  area  due  to  lack  of  moisture  f^r  germination.  Many  fa,rraers 
■attempting  to  irrigate  crops  and  potatoes  to  get  them  up.  Shortage  cf  irriga,tion 
v/ater  and  reserve  snow  supplies  in  mountains  already  very  noticeable.  Showers 
brightening  livestock  cutlcok  in  Madison  County  somo'wh-^.t ,  but  a  great  deal  more 
moisture  needed  to  bring  about  permanent  im-pre  vement .  Late  lambing  practically 
completed.  Most  stockmen  moving  cattle  to  sui'o.mer  ro.rige.  Grasshopper  outbreaks 
very  serious  with  reoerts  of  Mermen  cricket  infestation  coming  in  from  wirlely 
scattered  localities. 

(Continued  on  Rage  3) 
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MISSOULA  Hot  and  dry  first  of  week.  O^ie  fifth  inch  of  rain  on  third.  All  non- 
irri,e;ated  soils  very  dry.  All  crops  enff erins;  from  laci^  of  moisture 
where  not  irrigated.  SnrinjC  grains  backward' auid  dama.ged  by  drought.  Irrigation 
water  will  be  short  in  all  districts  not  supplied  by  the  Missoula  River.  First 
i  crop  of  hay  will  be  short  due  to  cold  dry  weather  this  soring.  Aople  and  cherry 
crons  appear  normal  at  this  time.  Lower  pastures  drying  up.'  Higher  ranges  O.K. 
Catlle  gaining  in  condition. 

winds.  One  of  them  on  June 
covered  both  counties.  .25 

I  XV,., vxvxxxixf.,  uxxv.,  ax  v.t-xixuvxxx  axx^.  vx v v -xx x .xf:_, .  showered  all  day  June  4.  Win- 

,  ter  wheat  hros  been  hurt  "by  the  continuous  drought,  and  is  damo,ged  ,at  least  50^  of 
,  what  it  would  have  been,  had  we  had  moisture.  "Spring  wheat  she'.le^’  -ffects  of 
drought,  but  not  damaged  seriously  as  the  winter' wheal .  Livestock  re  gaining  due 
to  tde  increase  of  new  grass.  Several  areas  showing  the  effects  of  the  drought. 

PARK  .75  inch  rain  end  of  week  very_ beneficial  to  crops  and  grass.  Rrosoects  are 
,vr  ood  crons  of  alfalfa  on  old  stands.  New  seedings  of  grass  and' late 
spring  crops  have  been  al  a  standstill,  but  recent  rvains  should  start  them  nicely. 
Early  seed  grain  in  good  shape.  Livestock  in  frxir  condition.  Som.e  demand  for 
experienced  irrigators.  Heavy  infestation  of  grasshoppers  over  most  of  county. 
Cricket  control  being  held  up  due  to  shortage  of  funds'. 

PHILLIPS  Continued  dry  and  cool.  Last  week’s  wind  blew  out  dry  land  crops  over 
l,arge  areas.  Moderate  winds  this  week.  Di’y  land  crops  at  standstill. 
Irrigated  crops  coining  slowly.  Alfalfa  doing  v/ell.  Be-ts  and  potcatoes  b-^ckward. 
Hoppers  hatching  in  dry  land  and  valley,  'but"'’no  damage  observed  to  dcate.  Control 
measures  being  takcu.  Range  burning  and  making  no  further  grovlh.  Livestock  con¬ 
dition  about  same  as  last  week.  Stockmen  will  have  tc  ship  soon  if  it  doesn't 
rain.  Some  peer  calf  crops  reported. 

PRAIRIE  Severe  dust  storm  Thursday  followed  by  .25  inch  of  precipitation  in  the 
southern  part  of  county  and  none  in  nerthern  -oart.  Soil  bloviing  and 
drought  have  taken  50^o  of  visible  crops  in  county.  It  will  take  consider, able 
moisture  to  make  even  feed  of  the  balance.  Grasshepuers  h,a,tching  in  all  commun¬ 
ities,  particularly  cn  range  ,and  idle  land  and  along  fences  and  reads.  No  crick¬ 
ets  as  yet.  Livestock  in  fair  ccnditicn.  Ranges  .are  very  poor  in  western  part  of 
county.  Lambing  completed  with  fiiir  tc  geed  percentage  being  saved.  Shearing  is 
getting  under  way.  Little  .activity  in  wcolmarket. 

RICHLxLND  Wea-ther  hp,s  continued  very  dry  throughout  entire  week  with  slight  pre¬ 
cipitation  cn  Thursday  evening,  'out  net  of  sufficient  aracunt  tc  help 
crops  except  to  lay  the  dust.  High  winds  caused  considerable  soil  blowing.  Dry 
lan'd  creus  are  suffering  and  feed  is  becoming  short.  All  grain  creos,  except  corn, 
have  been,  pl.antcd.  Many  farmers  rare  icclding 'c ff  cn  the  fu’fther  planting  of  corn 
cn  anccunt'of  the  extremely  dry  we-ather.  Reports  frem  1  uarts  cf  the 'county  in- 
dicale  damage  Dy  cutworms  to  corn,  grain  and  garden  crouF.  is  greater  t'nis  soring 
than  for  several  yea.rs  .  A  few  farmers  '.iove  a,lrea,dy  started  selling  livestock  in 
areas  where  feed  is  siicrt.  However,  tc  date  no  £rreat  amount  cf  livestock  has  been 
moved.  Livestock  in  general  only  in  fair  sha.pe."'  Reports  from  a  few  farmers  to 
i  date  are  that  calf  credos  are  below  ncrmal.  C-rasshepoers  begjinr’inr  to  hatch  in  a 
i  few  communities.  Quite  la.rge  numbers  have  hatched,  but  rare  not  ••  t  1  f--  damaging 
stage  yet. 

ROOSEVELT  Continued  drought  with  hi.^h  winds  doing  daniage  tc  crea..  and  ruining 

fields.  Ma.ny  farmers  reoerting  that  all  hopes  of  a  grain  crop  are  gone, 
i  Eeed  crops  still  a  possibility,  if  rains  ceme  scon.  R.asturc  and  range  situation 
1  acute.  Many  cattle' going  tc  market.  Interest  in  develepmc-iit  of  water  conservation 
projects  increasing  as  need  becomes  greater.  Hcouers  h.a.tching  in  damaging  numbers 
but  farmers  are  net  interested  in  control  a,s  long  as  crop  -orospects  a.re  so  poor. 

i  ROSEBUD  Good  rain  ever  south  half  of  ccunty.  Rainfal''  varied  from  less  th.an  a. 

quarter  inch  to  more  than  one  inen.  Cool,  cloudy  weather  temporarily 
halted_  further  deterioration  cf  creps  and  range  even  w'here  rainfall  woo  l  ightest. 
Mpst  winter  wheat  too  far  advanced  to  be  materially  revived  by  recent  rains.  A 
limited  acreage  cf  spring  grain  new  has  a  f.air  chance  to  make  a  crop.  All  live¬ 
stock  doing  well  except  in  extreme  northeastern  part  cf  county  where  very  little 
grass  had  mode  a  start.  Rains  will  pra.ct  ically  insure  sufficient  grass  ever  sout'h 
half  cf  county.  Seme  'Dlister  beetles  nave  ma.de  tneir  apnearance  during  v/eck. 

SANDERS  V/inly  and,  cool  v/ith  light  frosts.  Li  .'ht  scattered  showers.  All  dry  land 
crops  badly  in  need  of  rain.  Crops  very  baclof/ard  account  of  cold,  dry 
weather.  TiVhea.t  heading  cut  very  short.  Outlook  for  very  poor  crop.  All  spring 
grain  backward  a,nd  making  little  growth.  Hay  meadows  poor’ and  starting  to  dry 
up  on  dry  lands.  Reas  under  irrigation  the  only  crop  making  sn.t isfactory  growth. 
Livestock  in  good  ccnditicn.  Range  drying  rapidly. 

I  SHERIDAN  Continued  dry,  few  light  showers,  soil  'ole wing  continues,  continued  cool 
■with  cue  hot  day.  Crops  in  general  are  deteriorating  ra.pidly.  Some 
fields  iiov/ever  will  recover  if  sufficient  moisture  received  scon.  Some  ;...ovement 
of  livestock  to  lucorket  has  bexoun.  No  demand  for  labor.  Farmers  are  beginning  to 
move  out  in  large  numbers.  Tills  movem-nt  began  l.ast  fall  but  is  increasing  now. 
Grasshopper  hatch  rrrach  later  tha,n  usual.  lil/PA  mixed  bcait  viill  be  available  within 
a  week  at  four  stations. 

STIL LWATER  Me df rate  temperat  ure  with  considerable  wind  early  in  we^k.  .SQ  iuch 
cf  rain  during  v/eek  at  Columous  with  ccrxsiderable  moro-  1  n  different 
parts  cf  County.  Heavy  dust  cloud  cn  June  3^4.  Mcr^"  mpustu:.’  needo-i  tc  ccmplete 
crop.  Growing  conditions  good.  HCTipers  rcpcrto-d  more  numerous  in  marts  cf  the 
county.  _Scm.e  dama.ge  reported.  Cricket  control  work  in  ^^regress  i.'.  six  projects 
until  Eri day,  \\h.en  all  cricket  v;crk  in  State  shut  down.  Gr.o,ss  greatly  improved 
in  al.x  arias.  Livestock  in  better  ccnditicn  t‘j.an  for  some  time.  Pasture  looking 
better. 

SUN  RIVER  IRR I GAT  ION  PROJECT  Rising  temperatures  throughout  the  week.  Maximum 

85-  Some  irrigated  fields  corning  up  spotted.  Stands 
where^  fields  fall  irrigated  and  irrigated  early  in  the  season  are  about  ncrmal. 
Grasshor^pers  ha,tching  cut  in  laro:c  numbers. 

(continued  on  Rage  4) 
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SV/EET GRASS  preci ^'dtatic a  I.3I.  Goneral  j^rcwiri;!:  ccnditicns  slcv;,  too  cool  .and 

clcady.  Hove  onmle  moisture  for  uros^nt.  A.11  crons  v/ill  mnlce  ranld 
grov/th  R,s  soon  as  wea.ther  warms  up.  Livestock  doing  well  on  pasturs'S.  Shearing 
getting  unoer  way.  Insects  have  b'^en  retarded  cn  acccunt  of  cool,  showery  weather. 
Crickets  f;rcv/ing  and  snreading.  They  v/ould  have  elirain-^ted  several  crons  had  it 
not  been  for  the  control  camnaign.  Grasshonners  hatening;  slowly  and  not  growing 
very  fa.st,  consequently  litt].e  damage  from  this  source  has  occurred  to  date. 

j  TETON  Another  bad  wind  the  first  part  of  week  which  did  considerable  vlarn.age  to 
[  "  crops.  Temper'^.ture  reached  S5  midole  of  week.  Thursday  and  Friday  -37  inch 

precipitation  at  photeau  with  scattered  showers  throughout  the  g.nnty.  Saturday 
showers  most  of  the  day.  Bays  mostly  cloudy  with  cool  nights.  Crora;  in  bad  shape. 
Some  grain  has  been  cut  off  tnree  times  by  wina.  Considerable  amo’ont  of  that  which 
is  UP  is  spotted.  Fields  badly  in  need  of  moisture.  Grassiiopuers  doing  some  dam¬ 
age,  poisoning  operations  started  on  small  seals.  Ranges  v/ere' in  poor  shape,  but 
showers  -long’the  mountains  this  week  have  hel'-'ed  wonderfully.  Livestock  still  be- 
^  ing  moved  to  market,  (farm  herds) .  Water  supply  short. 

i 

'  TOOLS  Heavy  winds  and  light  scattered  showaps .  Showers  not  of  materi.al  good. 

1  Grains  still  holding  up  fairly  well  but  badly  in  need  of  rain.  Some  cut- 

j  worm,  wirev/orm.  and  grasshopper  damage  being  reported.  Range  grass  that  was  green 
'  two  wea-ks  ago  nas  turned  and  is  thoroughly  dried.  Labor  plentiful. 

j 

I  VAL-LEY  Continued  dry  wea.ther  with  wind  storm  of  bS  mile  velocity  recorded  at  the 
’  weather  station  at  Fort  Peck.  Tiiis  did  more  da.mage  to  crops,  grass  land, 

and  buildings  than  any  other  wind  we  have  had  tiiis  spring  Fore  Prart  of  week  there 
was  very  little  wind,  much  warmer  weath^-r.  Growing  conditions  very  unfav:  rable. 
Very  little  crop  left  in  the  county,  with  rain  feed  may  be  obtained. _  Grass  beginn¬ 
ing  to  burn  in  coulees.  Considerable  range  land  lias  been  blowing.  meets  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  come  up.  Blue  Joint  has  fair  chance  of  making  crop  under  irrigation. 
Alfalfa  spotted  but  do  .,ng  f-alrly  well  considcriag  conditions.  Livestock  men  be¬ 
ginning  to  look  for  summer  and  fall  pasture  as  well  as  winter  quarters  to  move  catt 
tie  and  sheep  to  .  Lambing  nearly  over  with  very  good  lambs  but  large-  percenta-ge  of 
dry  ewes  and' lambs  being  lost  at  this  time  because  of  lack  of  milk.  Calf  crop ’in 
genera.!  good.  Wa.tcr  for  stock  is  not  a  problem  yet.  No  labor  needed.  Grasshop¬ 
pers  hatching  out  in  some  ajeas  v/ith  a  few  reports  of  cutworms. 

.  TOEATLAllD  Windy  first  part  of  week.  General  rain  throughout  the  county  latter 
part  of  \veek.  Temperatures  low.  Soil  easily  blown  with  slightest 
li  breeze.  General  rain  imviroved  crop  conditions,  helping  to  stimulate  growth. 

v?IBAUX  Cool  weatner  during  week.  Rains  May  29,  30  and  June  2,  3  U.  Total 
precipita.t  ion  at  Wibaux  for  the  period”:  l.^l  inches.  Rain  came  very 
slowly  and  a.11  moisture  was  absorbed.  Growing  conditions  excellent,  but  it 
looks  p.s  though  a  large  percentage  of  the  wiieat  crop  has  ralready  been  ruined  be¬ 
cause  of  soil  blowing,  drought,  cutworms  and  grasshoppers  There  is  nov'  a  good 
prospect  for  feed  crons  except  for  grasshoppers  a.rid  cutworms.  There  will  be 
planting  of  emergency  feed  crops  the  remainder  of  the  month. 

YELLOWSTONE  Precipitation  1 .  Cl .  Genera.l  growing  conditions  im’^'rovpd  due  to  rain 
.  --  a.nd  cool  weather.  No  wind  to  speak  of  during  the  v/eex.  Irrigated 

crops  all  looking  excellent.  Beets  mostly  tni’-ined  .and  blocked  and  nrospects  '^.re 
for  a  record  crop  this  year.  Beans  and  corn  up  and  looking  fine.  Alfalfa  in 
most  areas  good,  t/inter  wheat  on  aoutn  side  of  river  excellent  'witn  crop  assured 
as  far  as  mioisture  is  concerned.  Rains  on  north  side  of  river  h.ave  alleviated  the 
drougnty  conditions  considera..bly  and  prospects  -are  for  better  tha.n  naif  a  crop  at 
■  present  tim.e.  Some  livestock  has  been  sold  a.nd  moved  but  ra.ins  nave  greened  up  t’he 
grass  and  ha.ve  filled  some  w/a„ter  holes.  Mormon  cricket  situation  acute  \"ith  all 
labor  off,  especially  difficult  to  try  to  hold  crickets  to  south  side  o"^  the  river. 
One  more  month  of  intensive  '.work  wrould  practically  eliminate  crickets  in  Yellow¬ 
stone  County. 

ifflAGH^^  No  improvement  over  last  w'eek,  continued  dryness.  Grass  either  burning 

or  at  a,  standstill.  Temperature  unseasonably  low/  most  of  w/eek.  Pry  land 
gra,in  beginning  to  burn  a.lmost  uniformly  over  entire  county,  even  irrigated  ground 
snowing  effects  of  dry  w^eather.  Lambing  finished,  docking  finished,  first  shear- 
ing  began  the  2nd.  Livestock  doing  well.  Supply  of  labor  approximately  equal  to 
demand.  Prospects  continue  very  poor  for  the  coming  sea.son. 
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This  map  shows  the  percentage  of  normal  precipitation 
that  has  occurred  in  ]/[ontana  during  the  first  tv.x  months, 
Inril  and  M&y,  of  the  1937  crop  growing,  season 

The  upper  of  each  typed  pair  of  figures  indicates  the 
actual  amxount  of  precipitation  that  occurred  in  that- re¬ 
spective  area  during  April  and  May;  the  lower  ’figure  of  th^^^ 

pair  indicates  the  normal  precipi tat ioji  for  April  and  May« 

•  0 

Up  to  100  per  cent  cf  normal,  lines  are  drawn  for  each 
10  per  cent;  over  .100  per  cent  of  normal,  .lines  are  drawn  for 
each  additonal  25  per  cent. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AQRICULTaRB 
Ueathor  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

1  cr  the  ¥/eek  Ending  Tuesday,  June  iJ,  1937. 


Issued  jointly  by  the  Division  cf  Crop  and  Livestock  Esfimatos  end  tho  Wocithor  SuroaiL 
Ofricas:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Orheo  Duiiding,  Fe.ona,  '''jhtana. 


Heavy  to  excessive  rains  fell  during  the  week  ending  Tuesday,  June  15th 
over  almost  the  entire  State,  breaking  the  present  seasonal  drouth  in  a,ll  sections 
with  the  exception  of  limited  extreme  v/est-central  and  extreme  northeastern  dis¬ 
tricts.  More  precipitation  has  fallen  over  much  of  central  and  eastern  Montana 
since  the  first  of  June,  and  in  numerous  instances  during  three  or  four  da,ys_  of  the 
past  week,  than  has  occurred  during  the  preceding  five  to  nine  months.  June  rain¬ 
fall  to  date  varies  from  O.53  inch  in  the  Missoula  district  to  U.64  inches  in  the 
Billings  district,  with  central  Montana  generally  averaging  from  2  to  4  inches. 
Circle,  McCone  County,  reported  a  steady  4.4-7  inches  rain  in  24  hours  ending  at 
8:00  p.M.  June  12th. 

The  heavy  precipitation  relieved  an  acute  livestock  situation  in  northern 
and  eastern  Montana  by  replenishing  streams  and  waterholes,  a.ssuring  early  revival 
and  continued  growth  of  pastures  and  ranges,  and  postponing  need  for  further 
immediate  liquidation  or  moving  of  livestock.  The  rains  substantially  increased 
the  8.mount  of  water  available  for  irrigation,  as  well  as  stored  up  favorable  re¬ 
serves  in  summerfallowed  fields  for  the  I93S  growing  season.  The  rains  put  an  end 
to  soil  blowing,  and  with  cool  weather  kept  grasshoppers  and  crickets  in  check. 
Excessive  downpours  in  Valley,  Musselshell,  and  Yellowstone  counties  caused  floods, 
with  damage  to  crops  and  property  estimated  somewhat  in  excess  of  $1,000,000. 


Vfhile  moisture  conditions  were  the  most  favorable  cf  the  present  growing 
season,  cool,  cloudy  weather  continued  to  retard  the  growth  of  most  vegetation. 

Hail  damaged  irrigated  crops  in  northern  Park  County,  and  frosts  and  freezing  tem¬ 
peratures  injured  potatoes  and  gardens  slightly  in  several  y/estern  and  central 
districts.  Crops  and  ranges  improved  generally  except  in  Missoula,  Sanders,  and 
Lake  counties,  where  lack  of  adequate  moisture  caused  further  deterioration  of  both 
dryland  and  irrigated  crops. 


Winter  wheat,  which  survives,  is  weedy,  has  been  heading  short,  and  has 
largely  advanced  too  far  to  be  greatly  benefitted  by  the  good  rains.  Irreparable 
less  has  occurred  to  much  of  the  spring  wheat  and  other  spring  grains  from  drouth 
and  soil  blowing.  The  remainder  of  the  spring  grain  crop  has  improved  and  at  pres¬ 
ent  shows  a  fair  to  good  condition,  though  rather  spotted.  Much  ungerminated  and 
some  badly  bloyra.  fields  are  expected  to  come  along  now,  and  produce,  if  later  grow¬ 
ing  conditions  continue  favorable.  Improved  moisture  conditions  have  encouraged 
planting  of  emergency  feed  crops  generally,  with  much  millet,  corn,  sudan  grass, 
oats,  and  barley  expected  to  be  planted  between  now  and  the  first  of  JcMy.  Beet 
thinning  is  nea.rly  completed.  Peas  have  been  coming  a,long  slowly  and  need  warm 
weather.  pa,rt  of  the  pea  crop  is  poor  because  of  unfavorable  gerraina,tion  conditions 
earlier.  The  fruit  crop  continues  norma.1  develonment . 

Alfalfa  growth  has  been  slow;  the  first  crop  will  be  generally  below  normal. 
Other  gra.ss  has  shown  improvement,  but  will  probably  need  another  y.'eek  to  show  y/ell 
in  the  north  and  east.  Rains  have  placed  soils  in  good  condition  for  the  seeding 
of  alfalfa,  sweet  clover,  and  pasture  grasses. 

Livestock  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Some  are  thin  in  the  northeast, 
where  range  conditions  have  been  extremely  poor.  Shearing  has  been  delayed  by  rain-s 
Cold  a,nd  wet  weather  have  been  hard  on  lambs  and  newly  shorn  sheep,  but  no  los.<^es 
have  been  reported. 

i  ?.^EKLY  TEIvPERATUEE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA 


Temperature  Total  Precipitation  Sunshine 


0  fit  io  ri 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  Week 

Since  April  1 . 

percent  of 

Billings  . 

80 

46 

3.69 

6.00  # 

* 

Bozeman  . 

72 

39 

2.32 

6.86 

* 

Cut  Bank . 

75 

31 

3.58 

5.32 

* 

Fort  Peck  . 

83 

46 

2.17 

2.92 

Glendive  . 

n]\ 

OH 

46 

2.46 

3-43 

* 

Great  Palls  .  .  . 

79 

;59 

1-79 

2.73  # 

* 

Havre  . 

82 

40 

2.62 

3-5S  # 

60 

HELENA  . 

76 

37 

0.90 

2.4q 

23 

Kalispell  . 

74 

44 

0.94 

3.42 

38 

Lewistown  . 

8^ 

2.49 

3-95 

* 

Malta  . 

85 

^4 

3.61 

^4.63 

Miles  City  .... 

82 

1.21 

3.p4 

54 

Missoula  . 

76 

40 

0.23 

2.43  # 

30 

Poplar  . 

S6 

46 

0.53 

1.09 

* 

#Including  correction  for  last  week. 


*No  data. 


Series  -  1937  -  No . 1C .  ^  W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Helena,  Montana.  Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 

June  16,  1937-  Estimates. 


.  vf.  ~  ’  -;  .‘  1  T 

•  1  •  .'  '  VJ-'  •■■,'■ 


•■  l-'it 


>v. 


! 


■'i 


I 


are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service: 

BEAVSRHE'AD :  General  rain  over  county  during  past  week;  weather  cool.  Crops  aided 
hy  moisture;  stored  irrigation  v^ater  "being  used;  crops  good  with 
alfalfa  slow.  Shearing  delayed  due  to  rain.  iJo  activity  in  wool.  Ranges  revived 
by  moisture  and  grass  good.  Fair  to  good  lamb  crop.  Outside  livestock  being 
brought  in  for  summer  pasture  in  Rig  Hole  section,  poisoning  of  hoppers  in  Dell  and 
Lima  district  started  but  weather  unfavorable. 

3LAIME :  2.65  inches  of  rain  fell  during  the  last  36  hours  and  still  raining.  Crop 

and  growing  conditions  up  until  Thursda.y  night  were  very  poor,  present 
moisture  will  improve  ccnditicns  immensely.  Hoppers  and  blister  beetles  have  been 
doing  some  damage  to  crops  the  past  week.  Ho  in^rovement  in  livestock  conditions 
since  la.st  week,  present  moisture  will  restore  the  range  grass  within  a  short  time. 
Stock  shipments  will  not  new  be  necessary. 

CASCADE :  Heavy  rains  have  changed  the  crop  picture  completely.  Ga'^ss  tc  run  stock 
most  of  sun'imer  now  assured.  Water  supply  for  irrig  ation  section  now  guar¬ 
anteed  and  crops  in  these  areas  look  good.  Large  planting  ci  eneryency  feed  crops 
will  follow  these  rains  and  farmers  feel  very  optimistic.  Mormon  cricket  and  grass¬ 
hopper  control  work  te.mpcrar ily  at  a  standstill. 

CHOUTEAU :  Scattered  showers  over  the  county.  Moisture  will  help  considerably  for 

the  ranges  and  the  late  spring  grain  in  some  sections  of  the  county. 
Winter  wheat  practically  all  gone  with  the  exceoticn  of  a  few  fields.  Spring  wheat 
in  some  sections  coming  along  since  the  rain,  but  will  need  considerable  amount  of 
moisture  during  the  rest  of  the  growing  period.  Livestock  in  fair  corf  ition. 

Little  movement  of  stock  at  this  time.  Ranges  improving  v/ith  rain.  Mormon  cricket 
infestation  still  very  heavy.  W-P -A.  crews  forced  to  stop  because  of  lack  of  funds. 

CUSTER  -  POV/DER  RIVER:  General Ijr  cooler,  vi^ith  Icc.al  showers,  powder  River  County 

reports  half  inch  of  rain  latter  part  of  week.  Growing 
conditions  much  improved.  Spring  gra.in  crops  now  have  a  chance  to  make  feed.  Grain 
prospects  yet  uncertain.  Winter  rye  headed  out  and  will  make  good  hay,  although 
acreage  very  small.  Some  millet  and  sudan  grass  going  in.  Beets  mostly  thinned. 
Irrigation  water  still  sufficient.  South  side  range  improving.  Worth  country  still 
peer;  grass  only  in  coulees.  Cattle  continue  to  put  on  flesh.  Sheep  and  lambs  fair 
to  good.  Lamb  crop  turned  out  rather  poor.  Gra,sshoppers  present  in  some  areas,  but 
no  damage  reported.  Cricket  control  project  called  off  in  Forest  area,  but  was  only 
on  a  small  scale. 

DAHIELS :  Precipitation  0.25  Irch  night  of  June  10,  making  a  total  of  0.29  since 
June  1.  Hot  sufficient  to  be  of  material  benefit  to  crops  other  than 
washing  off  dust  coating.  Cre.p  conditions  have  been  deteriorect ing  daily  past  week; 
first  indication  of  general  dR.mage  through  drouth;  previous  tc  that  principal  damage 
h.as  been  from  severe  winds.  Sufficient  rainfall  during  the  next  week  will  nrovide 
some  feed  crops,  otherwise  farmers  report  total  crop  failure.  Both  water  and  grass 
lacking  fer  livestock;  arrangements  being  made  to  ship  6OO  or  more  head  to  Dakota 
points.  Others  seeking  pasture  elsewhere  or  must  sell  scon  t''  sr-v,:  stock.  Farmers 
seeking  any  available  employment  tc  provide  mep.ns  of  sustena  .ce.  L"me  hoppers 
hatching  in  sheltered  areas;  no  dajnage  to  crops  or  range  r--">ortec  from  latter. 

DAWSCH :  With  1.33  inches  of  rain  reported  today  (Jime  12),  which  undoubtedly  will  ■ 
wet  both  the  crop  and  prairie  land  to  a  depth  that  should  be  of  material 
benefit  to  the  grass,  and  unless  conditions  turn  out  very  unfavorably  will  revive 
a  good  area  of  crops  and  no  doubt  furnish  winter  feed  for  livestock,  and  should  also 
be  of  some  advantage  in  the  controlling  of  soil  blowing,  particularly  if  a  covering 
of  grass  is  obtained  on  the  crop  lands.  The  movement  of  livestock  out  of  the  county 
had  started  and  just  what  effect  the  present  rain  will  have  cannot  be  accurately 
foretold.  Tfiiile  no  reports  from  the  interior  of  the  county  have  been  received,  it 
is  quite  probable  that  a.  number  of  flood  irrigation  projects  should  be  functioning 
and  will  provide  added  insurance  of  feed  crops. 

FALLOH  -  CARTER :  O.I3  inch  precipitation  during  past  2U  hours.  Moisture  conditions 
fair.  Tempera,ture  moderate.  Ci*cp  conditions  fair  to  good.  Some 
cutworm  damage  reported  in  different  areas.  15^  and  above  crep  acres  destroyed  by 
wind  erosion.  Showers  this  past  week  have  helped  m.oderate  wind  conditions.  Stock 
showing  cendition  fair  to  good  and  grass  growth  excellent. 

FERGUS:  Precinita-ticn  2.  49  inches.  Heavy  rains  during  past  3  days  over  entire 

county.  Many  crops  revived  which  otherwise  v/ould  have  been  conplete  fail¬ 
ure  soon.  Some  crops  badly  damaged  by  vrind  may  even  shew  partial  recovery.  V/ith 
ranges  well  soaked  in  most  sections,  grass  should  iroprove  enough  to  bring  stock 
through  the  summer  or  at  least  to  a  marketable  condition.  VTater  holes  are  filled 
sc  stock  can  make  better  use  of  present  grass.  Livestock  men  generally  are  hopeful 
that  stock  can  De  kept.  Grasshopper  poisoning  started.  Cricket  control  has  been 
held  up  by  weather. 

FLATHEAD :  Weather  cool  with  three  general  rains  over  the  county  during  week. 

Small  gra,ins  and  alfalfa  making  good  growth.  Mountain  meado'ws  have  been 
short  of  water  and  will  need  continued  ra.ins  during  the  sunirier  to  make  a  normal  cro] 
Peas  need  warmer  weather  to  make  the  mC'st  ra.,pid  growth.  Truck  and  garden  crops 
somewhat  slow.  Some  potato  fields  have  been  damaged  by  frost.  Crr.ps  that  were 
damaged  by  soil  blowing  will  revive  after  thes'-  rains  in  most  ar^as.  The  cendition 
livestock  is  good,  with  pa.st'ures  and  range  green  and  producing  lots  of  feed. 

GALliATIH :  Week  cool,  cloudy,  with  good  precipitation,  particularly  around  Bozeman. 

Lesser  amounts  in  west  portion  of  va,lley.  Crops  generally  making  good 
gro?;th  in  spite  of  cool  weather.  Some  ga,rdens  damaged  by  frost  in  higher  sections. 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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county  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  Week  Ending  June  12,  1937  -  Page  2. 

GALLAT IN ;  (Cont'd.)  Irrigating  continues  in  full  swing.  Winter  wheat  prospects 

improved,  pastures  in  ideal  condition  except  where  overgrazed. 
Indications  point  to  a  full  supply  of  irrigation  water  for  a  longer  period  than 
last  year.  Range  shearing  continues. 

GARPIELD  -  PETROLEUM :  Cool,  cloudy,  with  frost  in  some  areas.  Insignificant 

scattered  showers.  Growing  conditions  very  poor  “because  of 
drouth.  75^  seeded  crop  has  “been  ruined  to  the  extent  of  impossihle  recovery  due 
to  drouth  and  high  winds.  Remaining  25^  at  a  standstill  due  to  cool  conditions  and 
lack  of  moisture.  Cattle  and  horses,  condition  fair  to  good,  with  gr.ass  in  most 
areas  sufficient  to  carry  the  depleting  numhers  at  least  another  month  or  until 
[  fall.  Sheep  in  southeast  Garfield  County  will  ha,ve  to  be  moved  from  present  ranges, 
and  some  loss  due  to  lack  of  grass  has  already  been  reported.  Ewes  will  not  proper¬ 
ly  carry  their  lambs  under  the  prevailing  conditions. 

GLAC lER;  Moisture  conditions  in  northern  and  v^estern  parts  ox’  county  excellent. 

V/eather  generally  cool  and  cloudy,  v/ith  a  numlber  of  loc'’].  showers  during 
the  week.  A  good  general  rain  falling  over  county  (-June  12).  precipitation  from 
4:00  AM.  to  3:00  P.M.,  2  inches.  Crop  conditions  good.  Plenty  grass  in  northern 
,,  and  western  parts  of  county.  Shearing  going  on.  Some  deaths  among  sheared  sheep 
shipped  into  county.  Scattered  reports  on  serious  hooper  outbreaks. 

HILL :  2.65  inches  precipitation  for  the  past  week.  The  rain  of  the  past  week 

will  improve  conditions  considerably  in  this  county.  Ranges  will  be  improved 
by  the  recent  rains.  Livestock  in  fair  condition. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  Cool  and  cloudy  most  of  week.  Growing  conditions  slightly  improved. 

A  rain  of  1.04  inches  fell  Thunsday  evening,  v/hich  will  improve 
moisture  conditions  materially.  Precipitation  has  been  scattered  throughout  the 
county  the  past  week.  The  mountain  section  has  received  several  showers  and  is  im¬ 
proving  steadily.  V/inter  wheat  so  far  is  not  looking  favorable.  Spring  wheat, 
especially  late  plantings,  appears  to  have  a  good  chance  of  making  a  crop  if  mois¬ 
ture  conditiens  improve.  Soil  blowing  has  not  been  as  extensive  the  past  week  as 
the  week  previous.  Recent  rains  will  improve  rconge  sl.ightly;  .additional  moisture 
needed,  however,  to  maintain  grass.  Stockmen  are  beginning  to  look  for  ma,rket  for 
cows  and  calves. 

1  LAKE:  Light  frosts  early  in  week  did  some  damage  to  tender  garden  crops;  no  damage 
reported  to  any  field  crops.  Weather  has  been  ccol  fer  this  time  cf  year, 

I  with  comparatively  little  sunshine.  Intermittent  showers  d''uring  week  have  improved 
I  growing  conditiens  of  all  the  creps.  Moisture  hasn't  fallen  in  sufficient  amounts 
to  insure  maturity  cf  winter  grains.  lrriga,tion  water  supply  is  going  to  be  below 
normal.  Ra.nges  and  pastures  improved-  with  showers.  Beet  thinning  in  full  swing. 
Livestock  in  good  condition.  Grasshopper  and  Mermen  cricket  work  progressing  sat¬ 
isfactorily  . 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER :  Rather  general  rains  in  Lewis  &  Clark  '^eunji.y  and 

scattered  snewers  in  Broadwater  County  have  helped 
crops  teiipiorarily .  Rains  in  many  communities  were  just  in  time  to  avoid  major 
damage.  Cool  and  cloudy  weather  all  week  and  with  the  excentien  cf  moDsture,  poor 
growing  conditiens.  Winter  wheat  will  be  benefitted  by  moisture  as  much  of  it  was 
I  short  and  ready  to  start  heading.  Spring  grains  in  many  instances  will  germinate. 
First  crop  of  alfalfa  hay  below  normal  in  both  counties.  Most  of  sugar  beet  acre¬ 
age  in  Broadwater  County  in  good  condition  with  only  small  acrea.ge  having  to  be 
plowed  up  because  of  poor  germination.  In  some  areas,  livestock  is  in  higher  condi¬ 
tion  than  normal  at  this  time  cf  year.  Shearing  in  progress  and  slowed  up  because 
of  rains.  Range  improved  because  of  increased  moisture.  Grasshoixpers  becoming 
more  of  a  menoice,  and  vjhile  less  active  this  cool  wea.ther,  will  start  d.oing  consid¬ 
erable  damage  when  weather  becomes  warmer.  Mormon  crickets  in  all  but  one  area 
controlled. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON ;  Good  rains  general  over  both  counties  during  week.  Weather 

hcos  been  unseasonably  ccol.  All  crops  improved  over  la,st  week. 
Sufficient  moisture  to  bring  crops  up.  Range  land  greatly  iLiprcved.  Many  stands 
of  grain  and  peas  light,  due  to  lack  of  moisture  for  germination  earlier.  Shortage 
of  irrigation  v/ater  and  low  reserve  snow  sunnlies  in  mountains.  Outlook  brighter 
due  to  better  range  conditiens.  Lambing  practically  completed.  Grasshonners  serious 
in  most  sections.  Mormon  crickets  sericus  in  several  localities. 

;  MEAGHER :  Showers  rather  frequent  and  beneficial.  Soil  moisture  still  very  short. 

Weather  continues  cold;  frost  nearly  every  night.  Crops  still  a,t  a  stand¬ 
still,  principally  on  account  of  cold.  Moisture  is  still  insufficient  to  change 
'  outlook.  Condition  cf  livestock  good.  Cold  weather  lunfavcrable .  Shearing  just  be¬ 
ginning.  Grasshopper  infestation  increasing,  with  continued  hatching.  Additional 
I  cricket  infestcaticn  being  reported.  Dry  weather  v.'ill  cause  insect  damage  to  be 
I  serious. 

i 

1 

!  MISSOULA:  Cool  and.  cloudy  all  week.  Some  precipitation  last  of  week.  All  dry  land 
j  crops  suffering  from  drouth.  Grain  cr'^p  probably  will  not  exceed  ^Qfo  of 

.  normal.  Hay  will  be  six^rt  for  first  crop  due  to  dry,  cool  we  ■'cher.  Second  crop 
j  shoijld  be  normal  where  irrigation  water  is  available  and  very  low  ...ere  irrigated 
from  mountain  streams.  Sugar  beets  have  fair  stand,  but  yiold  will  be  reduced  in 
some  localities  due  to  short  irrigation  water.  Fruit  prospects  normal  at  this  time. 
Lower  ranges  dried  up;  upper  ranges  O-K.  No  surplus  range  available  for  outside 
stock. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  The  past  v;eck  there  has  been  some  rain  every  day. 

Thursday,  June  10,  0.57  inch  fell  in  Musselshell 
Cc^unty  and  the  eastern  part  of  Golden  Valley.  Just  a  trace  fell  in  the  western  part 
01  Go Iden  Valley.  June  11,  a  general  rain  fell  over  both  counties,  with  a  cloud- 
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!  I,fUSSELSFELL  -  GOLEEN  VALLEY:  hurst  in  the  Bull  Mountains,  which  makes  growing 

( Cont ’  dry  conditions  good.  Winter  wheat  was  damaged  about  ^Cfo 

i  before  the  rains  started.  Spring  wheat,  especially  the  later  seeding,  has  very 
:  good  possibilities,  providing  more  rain  is  received  in  the  near  future.  Livestock 
in  the  western  part  of  Golden  Valley  County  has  been  showing  effects  of  shortage 
of  water.  In  Musselshell  Count;/  and  the  eastern  part  of  Golden  Valley  they  arc  in 
good  condition,  ns  the  grass  is  considerably  better  in  this  area. 

PABK:  1*75  inches  of  rain  very  beneficial  to  grain  as  well  as  pasture  and  range. 

Spring  grains  and  meadows  show  prospects  of  good  crops. 

Livestock  doing  good  on  improved  grass.  Sheep  shearing  getting  under  way.  P.a.ins 
'  expected  to  check  insects  some,  but  control  work  will  probably  need  to  be  pushed 
as  much  as  ever  on  the  return  of  warm  weather. 

PHILLIPS :  A  good  shower  averaging  about  O.5O  inches  fell  over  most  of  the  county, 
materially  easing  the  drouth  situation,  particularly  in  the  irrigated 
section.  More  rain  needed  in  the  dryland  areas.  Growing  conditions  improved.  Crop 
conditions  are  ma.terially  improved  in  the  valley.  With  more  rain,  some  cf  the  dry¬ 
land  crops  will  come  along.  Rain  has  stimulated  planting  of  corn  and  other  feed 
crops.  Thinning  and  blocking  of  beets  under  way.  Grasshopper  situation  bad  in 
spots.  Livestock  situation  still  critical,  although  somewhat  eased  b;,^  this  week's 
rain.  Stockmen  can  hold  out  a  little  longer  than  indicated  last  week. 

PRAIRIE :  Ro  precipitation,  with  cccl,  cloudy  wea,ther.  Crop  conditions  are  unfavcr- 
a,ble  tc  drouth.  Cool  weadher  has  retarded  the  damage  of  grasshoppers. 
Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Shearing  is  starting  in  many  sections  of  the  county. 

No  activity  in  wool. 

RICHLAND:  Precipita.ticn  Thursday  night  was  0.47  inch  in  Sidn-y  area.  However,  re¬ 
ports  from  farmers  is  that  this  only  reached  out  a.  siiort  way  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  county  has  received  practically  no  precipita.tic  n  at  all,  at 
least  net  sufficient  amount  tc  aid  creps.  V/eather  has  continued  rather  cool  through 
out  the  week,  with  rather  high  winds  the  forepart.  Many  growers  are  eagerly  waiting 
moisture,  with  the  idea  of  planting  more  feed  croj^s  such  a,s  millet  and  corn,  provid¬ 
ing  moisture  is  received.  Cutworms  are  still  continuing  to  do  some  damage.  Sugar 
beet  and  other  creps  in  the  irriga.ted  valley  lock  very  favorabl.e  and  thinning  and 
blocking  are  in  full  swing.  Harvesting  of  alfalfa  hay  in  the  irrigated  valley  will 
take  place  in  another  two  weeks.  Livestock  in  thin  condition.  Quite  a  number  of 
grasshoppers  appearing  in  a  number  of  ccmm’unities  and  a  poisoning  campaign  is  planned 
to  get  under  way  in  the  irrigated  valley  starting  next  week. 

ROOSEVELT:  Continued  drouth  over  most  of  county,  with  local  showers  June  11  in 
j  northeast  section.  Crep  conditions  at  low  ebb,  with  little  prospect 

for  any  crop  even  though  rains  come  at  once.  Ran^^e  and.  pasture  conditions  serious, 
and  owners  striving  to  find  enough  feed  tc  carry  stock  r  few  weeks  longer.  Move¬ 
ment  tc  market  continues.  Many  farm  families  leaving  for  summer  trips,  which  may 
result  in  permanent  transfers.  No  hopper  control  measures  started. 

RO SEBUD :  Local  showers  last  part  of  week  of  material  benefit  in  small  areas.  Cool 
weather  most  of  week  perm.itted  gr.ass  and  grain  in  dry  .areas  tc  rema,in 
green.  Most  of  the  spring  grain  toe  far  advanced  to  be  helped  materially  by  moisture. 
Most  of  the  grain  territory  still  dry,  with  little  chance  of  getting  even  seed  back. 
Good  rains  over  south  third  cf  county  practically  assure  plent.y  of  grass  and  some 
winter  feed.  Some  late  corn,  millet,  and  sud.an  grass  was  planted  in  this  area  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  Irrigated  crops  somewhat  backward.  Livestock  generally  doing  well. 
Range  feed  on  the  north  side  holding  up  well  due  to  cool  wea,ther.  Grasshoppers 
being  held  back  by  cool  weather.  Very  few  requests  for  bait. 

SANDERS :  Precipitation  for  week  0.57  inch.  'Local  showers  gave  only  temporary  re¬ 
lief  tc  extreme  drouth  conditions.  Ccld  weather  and  l.ack  cf  moisture 
retarding  all  crop  growth.  Winter  wheat  headed  out  with  very  snort  growth.  Show¬ 
ers  during  week  revived  growth,  but  insufficient  moisture  for  proper  maturity. 

Spring  grains  badly  in  need  of  additional  moisture.  Meadows  on  dry  land  at  stand¬ 
still.  v;itl  less  than  ^Ofo  first  cutting.  Rrcsuects  for  good  fruit  crop  of  all 
varieties.  Gardens  and  truck  crops  in  good  condition.  Lower  ranges  co.mpletely 
dried  cut.  Rains  during  past  week  insufficient  for  any  material  benefit.  Cricket 
control  work  continues.  Small  damage  to  crop  so  far. 

SHERIDAN :  Rain  reported,  varying  from  O.I5  to  one  inch,  with  heaviest  reported 

from  the  southwest  area,  previously  the  driest.  Rain  of  only  temporary 
relief.  Damage  from  soil  blowing  reported  by  far.mers  up  to  10^  in  fallow  areas  of 
county.  Moisture  penetration  of  from  1  tc  4  inches  will  carry  creps  over  temporar¬ 
ily-  Growing  conditions  previous  to  rain  were  at  a  standstill.  Eeed  crops  will  be 
seeded  up  to  July  if  sufficient  rains  arrive  in  June.  Shipments  of  livestock  light. 
Recent  rains  will  tend  to  encourage  holding  stock  for  some  time.  Effects  of  grass 
growth  due  to  rain  should  be  noticeable  in  a  week.  Farmers  arc  requesting  YvRA 
labor  on  da.ms  and  productive  enterprises  in  the  face  of  crop  failure  and  drouth 
conditions.  Scattered  hatchings  of  grasshoppers  reported.  S^me  spreading  of  old 
poison  bait  begun  by  farmers. 

ST  ILL’i/YATER :  General  showers  throughout  entire  v/eek.  Total  precipitation  0.84  inch. 

Severe  hail  storm  north  of  Park  City  which  washed  small  part  of  irriga¬ 
ted  section,  causing  considerable  damage  to  crops,  highways,  and  railroad  roadbeds. 
Greatly  iopreved  crop  conditions  over  previous  week.  Greater  part  of  winter  wheat 
which  survived  winter  should  make  good  crop.  Irrigated  hay,  beets,  and  beans  in 
good  condition.  Very  little  damage  fro m  grasshoppers  reported  as  yet.  Livestock 
fair  to  good. 

SI^  RIVER  PROJECT :  General  precipitation  over  the  project  of  about  I.5O  inches. 

Generally  too  cold  for  much  plant  growth.  Enough  moisture 
(Continued  on  Pa.ge  4.) 
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SUE  RIVER  PROJECT ;  (Cont*d.)  to  start  all  seeded  fields  not  previously  irrigated. 

^  Considerable  acreage  of  pasture  grass,  alfalfa  and 

sweet  clover  being  seeded.  Pasture  conditions  v/ill  tend  to  improve  for  a  short  time 

SWEET GRASS :  Precipitation  I.52  inches.  Weather  continues  cool  and  cloudy.  Live¬ 
stock  gradually  improving  on  good  pastures.  Shearing  slowed  up  on 
account  of  rainy  weather.  Crickets  d.oing  considerable  damage  when  they  attack 
crops.  Grasshopper  damage  slight  to  date. 

TETON:  Precipitation  at  Choteau  up  until  Noon  June  12  has  been  1.8"^  inches,  with  a 
total  of  2.39  for  the  month  of  June  as  recorded  at  Choteau.  The  rains  the 
first  pa.rt  of  the  week  hit  only  the  western  half  of  the  county;  however,  rains  on 
Thursday  and  Saturday  were  general  over  the  county.  Saturday's  rain  shows  the 
heaviest  rainfall  in  the  best  farming  area,  i.e.,  button  and  Diamond  Valley  areas, 
with  1.80  inches  at  10:00  A-M.  today  and  still  raining.  Pendroy,  in  the  northern 
part  of  tne  county,  reports  around  2.80  inches  for  the  month,  and  the  eastern  half 
of  the  county  reports  aroond  2.3O  inches  to  date.  The  heaviest  precipitation  has 
been  in  the  grazing  area.s,  where  they  have  said  it  has  wet  down  to  10  to  12  inches 
in  the  sod  before  today's  rain.  Days  have  been  extremely  cool  all  week.  The  pre¬ 
cipitation  this  past  week  has  been  a  life-saver  for  both  the  range  and  crops.  Some 
of  the  early  grain  that  had.  been  cut  off  a  time  or  two  will  now  show  some  recovery, 
and  the  late  grain  will  have  sufficient  moisture  to  get  it  well  started. 

TOOLE :  Weather  cool.  Some  light  showers  but  no  moisture  to  help  grov/ing  crops. 

Very  poor  growing  conditions  for  past  two  weeks.  Coo]  we''’th9r  and  light 
showers  have  kept  crops  from  drying  up  but  more  moisture  is  n ‘edecl  -oon  if  crop  is 
to  be  expected.  Bulk  of  county  needs  extremely  heavy  rains  co  start  grass  again. 
Livestock  situation  not  acute  at  present.  Operators  will  not  to  move  any 

cattle  right  away,  but  unless  rains  come  there  will  be  early  shipments  out  of  the 
county. 

VALLEY :  past  w'eek  characterized  by  hot,  dry  weather,  with  local  showers,  Thursday 
the  10th.  Showers  vary  from  a  trace  of  moisture  to  G.50  inch.  Growing 
conditions  still  very  unfavorable,  past  week  there  has  been  very  little  Virind,  none 
to  do  any  soil  blowing.  Crops  in  very  poor  condition,  particularly  in  dry  land. 

Some  areas  have  a  100^  loss  at  this  tim.e;  others  not  quite  as  great.  Irrigated  land 
has  only  fair  crops.  Sugar  beets  coming  fairly  well;  most  cases  are  blocked  and 
turned  at  this  time.  Alfalfa  is  only  fair.  Wheat  and  grain  crops  very  spotted,  wit 
considerable  more  moisture,  it  would  be  possible  for  scm.e  seeding  of  oats,  millet, 
or  other  roughage  to  obtain  some  feed  for  livestock. 

WHEATLAND :  Rain  fell  generally  over  the  county  all  week  in  large  quant iries.  Weath 
remains  cool.  Crop  conditions  improved  due  to  rain.  General  growing 
conditions  throughout  the  county  have  improved.  With  weather  remaining  cool,  grass¬ 
hoppers  not  active. 

WIBAUX :  Cool  weather  during  week.  Ideal  growing  conditions  as  far  as  moisture  is 
concerned.  Rather  cool  for  best  growing  conditions.  Grass  improving. 
Precipitation  0.27  inch  at  Wibaux  by  Neon  Saturday,  June  12;  still  raining.  Henvier 
in  northern  and  southern  part  of  county.  Very  good  prospects  for  feed  crop.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  very  numerous,  poisoning  commenced  with  good  results.  Sheep  shearing  about 
one-half  coirpleted. 


YELLOV/STCNE :  2.3O  inches  of  rain  Friday  and  Friday  night;  still  raining  at  3:00 

P.M.  Saturday.  Some  crop  damage  and  much  property  damage,  particular¬ 
ly  in  Billings  due  to  floods.  Crops  and  range  will  benefit  greatly  from  moisture. 

PONDERA:  Precipitation  beginning  Sunday,  June  6,  and  up  to  S'turdo  o,  the  12th,  at 
five  o'clock,  was  about  2. JO  inches;  general  threu  ,nout  tne  county. 
Approximately  1,000  acres  of  v/heat  reseeded,  following  shov’^rs  of  a  week  ago.  Others 
debated  this  action  and  delayed  seeding.  All  but  approximately  y'p  will  make  splen¬ 
did  crops.  Here  and  there  wheat  which  was  subject  to  severe  blowing,  v/hich  started 
after  seeding  operations  were  completed,  may  not  recover.  Summer  fallow'  in  the  most 
part  wa.s  completed  May  151^,  and  this  rain  will  contribute  a  major  factor  toward 
moisture  reserves  in  193S'  Range  and  pastures  will  undoubtedly  recover  to  the  full 
extent  and  make  the  best  grass  available  for  nine  years.  Sod  is  soaked  to  a  depth 
of  l4  inches  with  rains  continuing  in  a  steady  downpour.  Suga,r  beets  that  farmers 
attempted  to  irrigate  up  did  not  meet  with  great  success  due  to  soil  washing.  Aban¬ 
donment  of  sugar  beet  acreage  will  be  materially  reduced.  This  week'  ::  precipitation 
will  preclude  the  possibility  of  forced  liquidation  of  all  kinds  of  livestock  and 
will  assure  an  abunda.nce  of  feed  reserves  not  only  in  hay,  but  also  in  barley  and 
oats,  as  some  mustard,  barley,  and  oats  was  reseeded  on  ground  as  a  catch  crop. 

SUPPLEMENT : 


The  following  information  yras  received  through  wire  and  letter  after  the  foregoing 
Crop  and  Weather  Reports  were  ma.iled  in: 

DANIELS :  Approximate  Daniels  County  average  precipitation  O.35  inch. 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  2-50  inches  average  rainfall  over  counties. 

PHILLIPS :  About  4  inches  rain  since  Thursday  (written  June  12) . 

fi ICELAND:  One  inch  rain  eastern  part  of  county;  western  part  still  dry. 

(Continued  on  Page  5.) 
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SUPFLEIviENT  -  (Ccnt'd.) 

ROOSEVELT:  A  rainfall  ranging  from  little  up  to  0-92  inch  fell  June  11th  at 

Bainville  and  over  the  northei'n  part  of  the  county.  Livestock  men  feel 
that  this  rain  will  improve  ranges  and  will  avoid  necessity  of  immediate  shipping. 

5HER IDAE :  Rainfall  varied  from  one-tenth  to  an  inch.  Benefit  only  temporary. 

Too  light  to  be  of  much  help. 

TOOLE :  1.50 -inches  rain  and  still  falling;  changes  pictu-re. 

VALLEY ;  Precipitation  dryland  sections  varies  from  0.10  inch  tc  an  inch.  Appi’ox- 
imate  average  of  2  inches  for  Milk  River  section.  Approximately  5  inches 
at  Hinsdale.  All  areas  r'^ceived  some  racisture. 


Helena,  Mont.ana 
June  15,  1937- 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
Weather  Bureau - Bureau  of  Asrioultural  Bcenoinioe 


EEPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 
For  the  Week  Endmg  I  uesday,  June  22, 19S7. 


Usstiod  foitiily  by  ihe  Division  of  Qroo  ana  Livsstock  ts'bmaies  ana  iho  '/Jecther  Sursau, 
Off/CQs:  Fourih  Floor,  Fsdoral  Oh'ico  Daiiding,  Faiena,  Fhniana. 


Good  growing  conditions  during  the  past  week  were  reported  from  nearly  every 
section  of  the  State.  Temperatures  were  higher,  sunshine  increased,  and  additional 
good  showers  fell  over  wide  areas  to  continue  the  in^rovement  started  hy  last 
week's  heavy  rains.  June  rains  have  substantially  increased  the  moisture  content 
of  soils  in  central  and  southern  Montana.  Fergus  County  reports  more  moisture 
present  than  for  the  past  three  growing  seasons;  Gallatin  County,  greater  subsoil 
moisture  supply  than  any  time  during  the  past  five  years;  and  Carbon  County,  excel¬ 
lent  conditions,  as  a  result  of  the  heaviest  June  rainfall  ev'T  recorded. 

Crops  and  ranges  show  general  improvement  with  the  exception  of  the  extreme 
northea.st,  where  recent  rains  have  been  too  light  to  break  the  drouth  and  conditions 
remain  bad  and  continue  to  decline.  While  th(.  rains  have  started  recovery  of  some 
badly  soil-blown  and  drouth- damaged  grain,  and  have  germinated  considerable  grain 
planted  earlier  in  dry  soils,  their  arrival  has  been  mostly  too  late  to  save  the 
bulk  of  the  dry-land  grain  crop  in  the  northeast,  insofar  as  any  fervest  of  grain 
is  concerned.  Loss  of  the  dry-land  grain  crop  in  much  of  that  area  ranges  from  75 
to  100  per  cent.  More  rain  will  be  needed  to  bring  spring  grain  crops  to  maturity 
as  well  as  continue  a  good  growth  of  grass  for  fall  and  winter  feed.  Ti'p.ch  seeding 
of  emergency  feed  crops  was  done  during  the  week.  With  oa.ts,  barley,  corn,  millet, 
and  flax,  were  seeded  thousands  of  acres  of  wheat,  as  the  latter  still  has  a  possi¬ 
bility  of  making  a  grain  crop  before  frost. 

Cultivation  of  row  crops  is  under  way;  some  crusting  resulted  from  recent 
heavy  rains.  First  cutting  of  alfalfa  is  about  to  become  general;  some  cutting  to 
give  the  second  crop  a  better  chance,  others  to  better  combat  the  grasshoppers, 
and  still  others  to  obtain  some  quick  feed.  The  hay  crop  is  reported  shorter  and 
later  than  usual. 

Irrigated  crops  continued  good  progress.  Little,  if  any,  irrigation  has 
been  necessary  during  the  past  week  in  several  districts  because  of  recent  good 
rains.  Winter  wheat  is  in  fair  condition  and  is  heading  rapidly.  Winter  rye  is 
ready  for  harvesting  in  Sweetgrass  County.  In  general,  the  winter  grain  crop  is 
decidedly  short.  The  outlook  for  spring  wheat  has  brightened,  although  much  of  the 
stand  is  uneven  and  weedy.  Beans,  gardens,  and  truck  crops  have  improved,  but 
growth  has  been  slow.  The  condition  of  beans  is  good  to  excellent,  peas  show 
varied  progress. 

Ranges  and  pastures  have  made  good  growth  since  the  rains;  many  dormant  since 
last  summer  have  now  begun  to  green  up  nicely.  While  prospec^.s  for  winter  feed  are 
still  uncertain  for  much  of  the  area  east  of  the  Divide,  present  growing  conditions 
largely  assure  sufficient  grass  until  marketing  time,  except  in  the  extreme  north¬ 
east.  V/ater  holes  have  been  filled,  and  streams  are  up. 

Livestock  gained  except  in  the  extreme  northeast.  The  general  condition  of 
livestock  is  mostly  good.  Shearing  made  more  rapid  progress  during  the  past  week, 
and  is  in  full  swing  in  most  districts.  Weather  conditions  were  more  favorable  for 
cricket  and  grasshopper  poisoning  work.  Grasshoppers  so  far  have  been  less  damag¬ 
ing  than  anticipated. 


V^EKLY  TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA 
Temperature  Total  Precipitation 


Sunshine 


Station 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  Week. 

since  April  1. 

Percent  of 

Billirg s  .... 

98 

49 

0.19 

6.19 

* 

Bozeman  . 

S9 

38 

0.27 

7.13 

* 

Cut  Bank  .... 

90 

^7 

0.27 

5*59 

* 

Port  Peck  . . . 

96 

55 

o.o4 

2.96 

* 

Glendive  .... 

96 

52 

0.35 

3-78 

* 

Great  Falls  . 

95 

48 

0.54 

3-56  # 

Havre  . 

96 

52 

0.88 

4.46 

70 

HELENA  . 

92 

4l 

0.64 

3.13 

54 

Kali  spell  .  .  . 

s6 

44 

0.79 

4.21 

58 

Lewistown  . . . 

94 

43 

0.52 

4.47 

* 

Malta  . 

94 

51 

0.46 

5.09 

Miles  City  . . 

96 

54 

0.36 

3.60 

86 

Missoula  .... 

36 

42 

0.38 

2.81 

46 

poplar  . 

100 

54 

0.10 

1.19 

* 

#  Including  correction  for  last  week. 


*No  data. 


Series  -  1937  -  po .  11. 
Helena,  Montana. 

June  23,  1937. 


W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G-  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 

Est imates . 


* 


j  The  following  county  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  June  19,1937. 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service; 

BEAVERHEAD :  General  rain  and  showers  over  county.  Crops  benefit  ted  by  moisture, 

;  with  all  crops  good.  Shearing  being  held  up  by  rain  and  cold  weather; 

:  no  activity  in  wool;  some  lambs  contracted.  Grass  good.  Grasshopper  activity  has 
slowed  up  due  to  weather  conditions. 

BIG  HORII;  More  precipitat ion,  and  splendid  growing  conditions  have  resulted.  Winter 
wheat  is  making  some  comeback,  but  it  probably  wil.l  not  make  more  than 
one-half  crop.  Some  fields  of  spripg  wheat  doing  well  and  will  improve  with  con¬ 
tinued  moisture.  Sugar  beets  are  making  progress  although  somewhat  retarded. 

Haying  begun,  with  prospects  of  a  fair  first  cutting  of  alfalfa.  Range  conditicns 
and  cattle  improving  daily.  Many  cattle  being  shipped  in  from  outside.  Shearing 
under  way,  with  heavy  fleeces  reported.  Crickets  still  menacing.  Grasshoppers  not 
very  serious  except  in  a  few  local  spots. 

CARBON :  Showers  during  the  week.  .78  inch  precipitation  in  Bridger  area,  with  heav: 

rains  in  Belfry  territory.  Some  beans  are  replanted  in  Joliet  territory, 
where  they  suffered  most  damage  by  the  hail  last  week.  Alfalfa  harvesting  started 
in  a  few  places.  Wheat  heading  out.  Cultivating  row  crops.  Livestock  condition 
good;  grass  in  fine  shape.  Labor  conditions  fair.  The  Mormon  cricket  threat  has 
increased,  with  the  coming  of  better  weather,  and  outbreal-^s  are  being  reported  here 
and  there.  The  cricket  project  increased  to  enploy  I30  men. 

CASCADE:  Light  local  showers  have  added  to  favorable  moisture  of  last  week  and 
relieved  the  tense  drouth  condition  which  existed  prior  to  last  week's 
rain.  It  is  not  possible  at  this  time  to  estimate  the  amount  of  recovery  of  wheat 
on  dryland  due  to  prec ipita.t ion ,  but  undoubtedly  some  fair  yields  will  still  be 
secured.  Crops  on  irrigated  lards  are  looking  good.  Poisoning  of  crickets  was  re¬ 
sumed.  The  grasshopper  campaign  will  get  under  my  next  v.^eek.  Thinning  and  block¬ 
ing  sp.gar  beets,  and  good  stands  reported.  Livestock  in  good  condition,  with  suf¬ 
ficient  pasture  to  carry  them  through  a  normal  grazing  period.  Shearing  well  under 
way,  with  some  delay  caused,  by  rain. 

CHOUTEAU :  Scattered  showers.  Moisture  averaging  about  2  inches  over  entire  county. 

Cloudy  and  cool  all  week.  Spring  and  winter  wheat  looking  considerably 
better  under  normal  conditions.  Fair  yield  anticipated  in  many  sections.  Some  re¬ 
seeding  is  being  done,  with  improved,  conditions.  Fa.rmers  are  seeding  sizable  acre¬ 
ages  of  feed  crops  in  an  attempt  to  build  up  feed  reserves  and  prevent  soil  erosion. 
Very  little  movement  of  livestock.  Moisture  conditions  for  ra.nge  very  favorable. 

WPA  crew  back  at  work  on  Mormon  cricket  control,  poisoning  of  grasshoppers  getting 
under  way  first  of  next  week. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Good  soaking  rain  last  week  and  fol. lowed  by  cooler  weather 

and  occasional  showers.  Rather  severe  ha,il  damage  reported 
on  upper  end  of  irrigated  area  Thursday,  but  only  two  or  three  farms  affected. 
Seeding  of  late  forage  crops  continues.  All  grain  crops  showing  promise  of  forage, 
but  grain  production  still  uncertain.  Winter  rye  stooling  out  following  rains. 

Wild  hay  meadows  making  good  growth  at  present  and  some  blue joint  hay  is  in  pros¬ 
pect.  First  cutting  of  irrigated  alfalfa,  with  yields  only  fa,ir.  Sugar  beet  thin¬ 
ning  nearly  completed.  Range  conditions  improved  considerably;  water  holes  now  well 
filled.  Some  late  varieties  of  grass  still  dormant,  but  can  be  expected  to  come  to 
life  soon.  A  very  noticeable  volume  of  weeds  on  the  range  this  year.  Sheep  and 
lambs  gaining  past  ten  days.  Shearing  just  beginning.  Cattle  gaining  flesh. 

Range  conditions  still  not  good  enough  to  warrant  much  restocking.  Hoppers  present 
in  many  areas  in  Custer  County  with  bait  now  being  distributed.  No  damage  reported 
so  far  and  not  much  interest  in  poisoning  at  present.  Crickets  continue  on  the 
move  in  western  Powder  River  County. 

DANIELS :  No  precipitation  during  entire  week.  Rains  that  fell  during  week  of 

June  6-12  affected  only  southern  half  of  county,  but  v;rs  not  enough  to 
be  of  any  material  benefit.  No  damaging  winds  during  forepart  of  week,  but  soil 
blowing  resumed  the  latter  part  of  week.  No  harvest  of  grains  for  market  expected- 
Parts  of  fields  that  have  not  blown  cut  eue  heading  and  beginning  to  burn.  Some 
hay  and  feed  crops  could  be  expected  if  rain  falls  within  two  weeks.  Larger  live- 
-  stock  operators  are  moving  stock  to  North  Dakota  pastures.  Enough  grass  in  a  few 
coulees  to  maintain  a  few  scattered  head  fcr  a  few  weeks  yet.  ?feter  shortage  not 
as  acute  as  grass  shortage.  Appeals  being  made  to  get  government  projects  estab¬ 
lished  for  employment  of  drouth-stricken  farmers  in  this  area.  Large  numbers  of 
grasshoppers  are  prevalent  in  places. 

DAWSON :  Rain  at  the  close  of  last  week  was  general  throughout  county,  although 

greater  in  southern  parts.  This  was  followed  during  week  by  a  shower  of 
beneficial  proportions  which  covered  county  quite  generally.  There  are  approxi¬ 
mately  15  inches  of  moisture  in  the  soil  over  most  of  the  county.  Of  the  crops  put 
in  during  the  normal  seeding  season,  the  moisture  of  the  past  week  doubtless  will 
send  at  least  25^  on  to  at  least  feed  maturity,  with  about  that  proportion  of  wheat 
suitable  for  harvest.  A  relatively  large  acreage  of  emergency  forage  crops, 
principally  millets  and  similar  crops  and  corn,  have  been  seeded  during  the  past 
week  and,  with  an  average  break,  should  make  considerable  feed,  "fheat  and  larger 
grasses  showing  considerable  growth  in  favored  spots  and  are  providing  considerable 
•amount  of  grazing.  Considering  the  total  forage  acres  of  this  grass,  the  grazing 
situation  is  not  yet  over  the  hump,  but  gaining.  Grasshoppers  seem  to  be  a  rather 
unknown  factor  just  now.  There  are  spots  with  scarcely  any;  other  locations  with 
25  to  30  per  square  foot,  and  then  areas  where  they  are  thick. 

EALLON  -  CARTER :  Showers  this  past  week.  Growing  conditicns  good.  With  suffic¬ 
ient  moisture  crops  have  gained  rapidly.  Although  crops  are  very 
weedy ,  grain  should  start  ahead  of  the  ^veeds  because  of  sufficient  moisture.  Grass 
conditions  excellent.  Livestock  showing  rapid  gains. 
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I  FEB&US :  precipitation  .63  inch.  Good  growing  conditions.  Post  f-^ys  partly  cloudy 
'  ”  with  thunder  showers  wnich  netted  over  . 50  inch  additional  moisture  at 

i  Eewistovm  and  most  other  sections  of  the  county.  Crops  ha,ve  made  very  rapid  improve~ 
I  ment  during  week,  particularly  the  later  seedings  of  small  grains,  as  weeds  are  not 
bothering  them.  Additional  wheat  being  seeded  to  be  used  for  feed  if  it  does  not 
!  have  time  to  mature  grain.  Corn,  oats,  and  millet  going  in  for  emergency  feeds. 

'  Winter  wheat  which  has  survived  heading  out,  with  somie  favored  localities  having 
some  fair  fields.  Some  alfalfa  being  cut  to  give  second  crop  benefit  of  moisture 
now  available.  Soil  moisture  from,  recent  rains  reported  to  be  more  than  has  been 
present  for  past  three  growing  seasons.  Grass  is  makirg  rapid  recoveiy,  with  hills 
beginning  to  green  up,  many  of  them  for  the  first  time  this  spring.  Peed  for  winter 
is  still  in  doubt,  but  there  will  be  plenty  of  grass  now  to  bring  stock  through  to 
satisfactory  marketing  condition.  Shearing  well  under  wa,y.  Livestock  making  sat¬ 
isfactory  gains  in  flesh.  Grasshoppers  are  beginning  to  do  some  crop  damage  and 
poisoning  operations  are  well  under  way. 

FLATHEAD ;  V/eather  has  continued  cool  and  showers  have  been  genp'ral  throughout  coun¬ 
ty.  Growing  conditions  good  for  all  small  grains,  and  fields  that  have 
been  damaged  through  soil  blowing  are  coming  back  in  good  sha.pe.  Warmer  weather 
would  be  beneficial.  Weeds  making  good  growth  and  will  reduce  yield  of  winter 
wheat  and  somie  spring  crops.  Haying  will  start  as  soon  as  weather  clears  up.  Live¬ 
stock  conditions  good.  Pasture  and  range  producing  a  lot  of  feed. 

GALLATIN;  Cool,  clcudy  and  considerable  amount  of  wind.  Some  precipitation.  Wind 
blowing  this  morning  (sat.)  Rains  past  two  weeks  have  given  a  sub¬ 
surface  supply  of  moisture  greather  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  five  years. 

Crops  making  considerable  growth  in  spite  of  cool  weather.  Irrigation  continues 
with  exception  of  High  Line  ditch,  where  run-off  moisture  caused  bad  break  in  the 
ditch.  A  few  farmers  short  of  feed  have  started  cutting  alfalfa.  V/inter  wheat  heaflr 
ing  out.  Range  shearing  nearly  completed. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM :  Precipitation  1.47  inches  at  Jordan;  P.25  Ci  .tinal  Butte 

Pass;  2.5^  nt  Flatwillow.  Soil  moisture  to  depth  of  10  and 
12  inches  on  the  average  on  crop  land  eaid  5  or  6  on  the  average  c sod.  RUn-eff 
from  this  precipitation  was  moderate  to  heavy.  Comparatively  warm  weather  following 
precipitation  has  made  growing  conditiens  goo'k  757^  oarly  seeded  crops  destroyed 
previous  to  moisture  by  wind  and  drouth.  Remaining  25^^  will  make  some  feed  if  condi¬ 
tions  are  favorable  rem,ainder  of  summer.  Very  little  grain  can  be  expected  under 
any  conditions.  Late  seedings  net  seriously  damaged  by  wind  and  not  previously 
sprouted  are  developing  good  stands.  Moisture  is  available  to  warrant  seeding  of 
feed  crops  such  as  millet,  corn,  etc.  Any  of  these  crops  seeded  shortly  prior  to 
this  week  are  making  desirable  headway.  Water  facilities  improved  by  recent  rain. 
Pastures  becoming  somewhat  greener.  Conditions  of  livestock  fair  to  ,■  cod. 

GLAC lER :  Precipitation  I.50  inches  since  last  report.  Growing  conditions  fair. 

Weather  still  quite  cool.  Some  severe  soil  blowing  in  southeast  part  of 
county.  Crop  conditions  fair.  Some  reseeding  bein,fT  done  on  losses  caused  by  cut¬ 
worms  and  wind.  Pa,stures  excellent.  Soil  moisture  conditions  excellent.  Livestock 
in  gcod  conditicn,  with  demand  for  feeding  and  breeding  stock.  Shearing  begun  and 
will  soon  be  in  full  swing.  Water  reservoirs  and  water  holes  have  good  supply  of 
water.  Some  difficulty  reported  in  getting  satisfactory  help. 

HILL:  precipitation  .4o  inch.  Moisture  the  past  10  days  has  brightened  the  outlook. 

Crops  were  improving  until  the  last  two  days,  when  excessive  winds  caused 
considerable  soil  blowing  again.  Grasshoppers  showing  up  in  several  sections.  Ran¬ 
ges  are  improving  slowly.  Livestock  in  fair  to  good  condition. 

JUDITH  BAS  IN :  Precipitation  1.24  inches  from  June  1  to  I7  at  Moccasin.  Somewhat 
more  at  Stanford.  W’estern  end  of  county  and  foothill  and  mountain 
sections  received  heavier  precipitation.  Wheat  exceptionally  uneven  and  very  weedy. 
With  most  favorable  moisture  conditiens,  poor  crop  will  be  harvested.  Most  sections 
of  county  need  considerably  more  rain.  Grasshopper  infestation  appears  serious. 

Range  is  improving.  Most  of  the  livestock  in  foothill  and  mountain  a,rea  will  be 
maintained  and  marketed  in  good  shape. 

LAKE :  Rainy  and  cloudy  during  the  entire  week,  with  considerable  moisture  falling 
in  all  parts  of  the  county.  Haying  has  started  in  some,  pnrts  of  county,  but 
is  being  delayed  because  of  wet  weather,  prospects  for  good  spring  wheat  crops  are 
very  bright.  Labor  balanced.  Cricket  dusting  continues  with  some  interruption  froi 
unfavorable  weather. 

LEVnS  8c.  CLARK  -  BROAD'WATER :  Light  showers  generally  in  both  counties.  Too  cool  for 

gcod  crop  growth.  Improvements  shown  in  all  crops  sine 
recent  rains,  but  more  moisture  needed  for  continued  grovifth.  Sugar  beet  yield  pros¬ 
pects  in  Broadwater  County  below  normal.  Some  alfa.lfa  will  be  cut  a  reek  early  to 
allow  poisoning  of  grasshoppers  to  save  second  crop.  Recent  rains  have  helped  live¬ 
stock,  pasture,  and  feed  situation.  Grasshopper  bait  has  been  m.ixed  and  distributed 
in  Lewis  &  Clark  County  this  week,  and  the  work  will  get  under  way  in  Broadwater 
County  on  Monday. 

MDISON  -  JEFFERSON :  General  showers  throughout  week  improved  moisture  conditions 

greatly,  and  have  been  favorable  for  grass.  Grain  crops  gen¬ 
erally  below  normal.  Many  fields  spotted  as  tc  st.and  -and  grov/th.  Som.e  peas  in 
blossom,  while  others  are  just  emerging  from  the  ground.  Range  .grass  reported  to  bo 
in  best  condition  it  has  been  for  about  10  years,  but  more  moisture  required  if  gra.s 
is  to  cure  properly.  Condition  of.  sheep  and  cattle  improved  somewhat  because  of  im¬ 
proved  grass  conditions;  sheep  shearing  getting  well  under  way  in  spite  of  cool, 
rainy  weather.  Old-timers  report  that  this  spring  was  the  driest  and  feed  conditio; 
thp  poorest  since  the  summ.er  of  1880. 
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I  County  Su]fflna.i*ies  of  Crop  Conditions  for  Week  Ending  June  IQ,  1937  ~  Pa-go  3* 

MEAGHER  ■'  Showers;  cdol.  Soil  moisture  much  improved.  Cool  weather  keeps  grass 
hack,  hut  prospects  are  nov/  fair  for  grazing.  Crops  slow  on  account  of 
cool  weather,  hut  moisture  conditions  are  now  favorahlo.  Hay  doing  well.  Livestock 
condition  very  good.  Labor  supply  above  demand  temporarily.  Shearing  started,  hut 
going  very  slowly  on  account  of  showers.  Honpers  and  crickets  have  not  grown  dur¬ 
ing  two  weeks  cold  weather. 

MISSOULA !  Cloudy  and  rainy  all  week.  Scattered  showers,  possibly  one-half  inch 
!  of  rain  during  week.  Surface  soil  moisture  O-K.;  no  sub-soil  moisture. 

I  Irrigation  in  full  progress.  Water  in  mountain  streams  increased  since  rains. 

;  Small  grains  growing  slowly.  Hay  is  late  hut  making  fair  growth;  potatoes  and  sugar 
I  beets  marking  fair  growth.  Apple  crop  reported  at  about  three-fourths  normal.  Re- 
;  cent  rains  have  been  of  much  benefit  to  all  range  and.  pastures, 
i 

I  PARK :  continued  wet  cool  weather  during  the  past  week.  Moisture  conditions  ample 
'  but  crops  and  grass  not  growing  very  rapidly  due  to  cool  weather.  Livestock 

in  fair  to  good  condition.  No  appreciable  amount  of  loss  of  insects  by  rains. 

!  PHILLIPS :  North  end  of  county  received  about  2  inches  of  rain  “nd  outhern  part 

from  3  to  4^  inches,  which  greatl;.?-  relieved  the  d:'Outh  --^tua-tion.  Many 
of  the  dry  land  farmers  are  now  seeding  oats  and  corn  on  Ian  I  on  v/.uich  other  crops 
had  been  blown  off.  Grain  and  sugar  beets  are  coming  up  on  the  x-.  igated  sections 
I  which  h;r3  remained  dormant  because  of  lack  of  moisture.  Beet  thinning  has  been 
!  delayed  because  of  the  rain.  Alfalfa  is  read;\  to  cut  v/ith  some  started.  There  is 
little  demand  for  grasshopper  poison  because  of  the  cooler  weather.  Indications  of 
a  good  crop  of  sugar  beet  web  worms.  Grass  is  starting  fast  on  the  ranges  because 
of  the  rain.  Stockmen  are  feeling  much  encouraged.  Most  of  the  stock  reservoirs 
,  are  filled  with  water  wliich  will  last  during  all  of  the  next  season. 


PONDERA :  Precipitation  over  the  county  general  to  the  extent  of  .25  inch,  with  the 
heavier  portion  falling  on  the  west  wnd  and  as  high  as  1.25  inches  in 
Dupuyer  area.  East  end  of  county  had  a  very  negligible  shower.  It  is  estimated 
that  3 >000  acres  of  v/heat  have  been  reseeded  due  to  a  high  storm  period  of  two  days 
a  month  ago.  Oat  and  ba.rley  crops  being  seeded  fcr  emergency  feed,  which  v/ill  total 
approximately  2,000  acres  of  barley  and  5 >000  a.cres  of  oats.  Grass  plantings  are 

going  on  after  the  rain,  using  seed  purchased  oricr  to  May  1st,  but  withheld  on 

aecoiunt  of  drouth  and  dust.  Range  pastures  indicate  remarkable  response  to  moisture 
Hills  greening  up  ^nd  all  medium  length  grasses  are  producing  good  forage.  Short 
grass  areas  indica.te  approximately  1-|-  inches  grovfth  and  will  produce  a  corresponding 
ly  lower  tonnage.  Little  or  no  livestock  has  moved  to  market  since  the  rains  and  it 

is  expected  that  liquidation  will  stop  except  for  mature  and  marketable  grades. 


PRAIRIE :  The  three  inches  of  precipitation  received  since  last  report  have  given 
the  farmers  and  livestock  operators  new  hope.  A  narrow  streak  of  hail 
went  across  Fallon  Flat  Thursday  evening,  damaging  crops  cons.iderably  and  in  some 
places  obliterated  them.  Qrop  conditions  greatly  improved  for  the  small  acreage 
which  is  left.  Grasshoppers  still  present  in  a,ll  parts  of  county  in  considerable 
numbers.  Livestock  operators  are  now  assured  of  sufficient  pasture  so  they  may  keep 
their  livestock  this  summer  and  prospects  of  winter  feed  look  better  than  they  have 
for  the  past  few  j-ears.  Ranges  very  weedy.  Little  activity  in  the  v;0'^l  market. 

Many  reservoirs  are  still  dry  as  the  soil  took  so  much  water  end  few  of  the  flood 
irrigation  projects  functioned. 

RICHLAND :  .46  inch  precipitation  fell  in  Sidney  area  ThursL'",y  ni  nt .  Crops  very 
spotted  in  the  dryland  area  and  it  is  doubtful  if  much  can  be  harvested, 
unlecs  moisture  conditions  improve  tremendous"^ y.  Approximate  total  of  one  inch  of 


|!  .  moisture  fell  in  eastern  part  of  the  county  dui’ing  last  week,  but  the  v^estern  part 
continues  dry  over  a  greater  portion,  with  just  light  scattered  showers  that  merely 
settled  the  dust.  Considerably  more  moisture  will  be  needed  even  to  produce  feed 
crops,  planting  emergency  forage  crops  in  the  areas  that  have  received  moisture. 

The  cutting  of  alfalfa  hay  in  the  irrigated  valley  vjill  get  under  way  this  week.  -■ 

;  Grass  for  livestock  is  short  and  most  stock  in  thin  condition.  In  general  most 
L  farmers  over  the  county  will  try  to  hold  their  cattle  somewhat  longer.  Poisoning 
■:  of  grasshoppers  has  started  in  irrigated  valley,  with  a  few  farmers  poisoning  in  the 
i  dryland  area. 


?  ROOSEVELT :  Light  showers  over  much  of  the  county  have  temporaxily  improved  growing 
j!  conditions.  Ample  moisture  over  small  areas.  Ranges  improved.  Un- 

I  sprouted  early  seeded  wheat  now  showing,  and  many  farmers  feel  this  gives  best  prom- 
;  ise  of  a  crop.  Crop  outlook  in  general  very  poor.  Much  corn,  millet,  and  cane 
I  seeded  in  eastern  portion  of  the  county.  Many  hoppers  hatchings-  but  little  poison- 
I  iiig  started.  Market  movement  of  ca,ttle  continues. 


I .  rosebud ;  1.45  inches  precipitation  in  central  part  of  ccunty.  Both  north  and  souti 

'  ,  end  received  greater  rainfall  during  week.  Hail  reported  from  south  end 

Thursday  night;  little  damage  done.  Temperature  about  normal  during  middle  of  week. 

(Irrigated  crops,  especially  sugar  beets,  growing  well;  thinning  pracr ically  conple- 
ted.  Some  first  cutting  alfalfa  being  cut.  Alfalfa  acreage  limited.  Wild  hay 
should  make  fair  crop.  Prospects  excellent  for  corn  and  late  planted,  crops.  Too 
^  early  to  tell  to  wha.t  extent  early  ;':^ra.in  creps  will  be  benefitted  by  recent  rains. 

I  Spring  wheat  that  has  not  blown  out  commencing  to  head.  Range  and  winter  feed  out- 
I  look  much  inproved.  Stock  generally  in  excellent  shape.  Lambs  on  north  side  doing 
jj  exceptionally  well  on  weed  feed.  Rains  during  week  filled  most  water  holes,  thus 
•jj  averting  a  water  shortage  which  was  becoming  serious.  Shearing  general  throughout 
I  county.  Crickets  more  active  during  week,  and  reported  spre  ..ding  i.nto  new  territor; 
j  Warm  weather  hatched  new  crop  of  hepners,  vjhich  may  have  to  be  poisoned. 


SANB^S:  precipitation  .27  inch.  Cool  and  cloudy  with  daily  showers.  Precipita¬ 
tion  sufficient  only  for  temporary  '^elief.  Present  growing  conditions 
very  good.  AH  grain  crops  making  good  growth  from  daily  showers.  Winter  wheat  we: 

(Continued  on  Page  4.) 
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SANDERS ; -  (Cont'd.)  headed  out,  with  general  moisture  sufficient  for  maturity. 

First  cutting  of  alfalfa  very  short  on  dry  lands  and  "back¬ 
ward  under  irrigation.  Gardens  and  truck  crops  doing  nicely.  Li'^’estock  in  good 
condition.  Recent  rains  insufficient  for  much  help  to  very  dry  range  conditions 
in  lower  altitudes. 

SHERIDAN :  Continued  dry;  a  few  days  of  hard  wind.  Crops  gone  in  three-fourths  of 
county;  the  southeastern  quarter  of  co-onty,  where  heavy  rains  fell  in 
July  1936*  Nave  some  fields  still  rema.inihg  green,  but  these  are  failing  under 
several  hot  days.  This  is  the  third  draiith  in  four  years  over  three-fourths  of 
county,  the  southeastern  quarter  having  received  sufficient  rain  in  193^  to  produce 
feed  and  some  crop.  Shipments  of  livestock  to  market  have  increased  the  past  week. 
Sheep  owners  are  looking  for  pasture  in  North  Dakota.  Some  livestock  will  he 
shipped  to  pasture;  then  to  market.  The  majority  are  holding  with  the  hope  of  ra.in 
coming.  Farmers  are  anxious  to  secure  work  in  the  face  of  drouth  conditions. 
Increased  grasshopper  hatchings,  with  no  hait  being  spread. 

STILLWATER;  Generally  cool  throughout  week.  A  slow,  steady  rain  on  the  night  of 
June  12.  Severe  hail  storm  north  of  park  Citq  c.ause--’’  damage  on  small 
area  of  nroductive  irrigated  ground.  Damage  was  caused  hy  hail  and  debris  washing 
in.  Estimated  that  30  to  4o  head  cattle  lost  in  flood.  The  fine  rains  since  the 
first  of  June  have  materially  brightened  crop  prospects.  In  areas  free  of  cri-clrets, 
there  should  be  a  good  crop.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  control  crickets.  Hop— 
pers  showing  up  in  damaging  numbers  in  some  areas.  Considerable  poisoning  being 
done.  There  is  possibility  of  irrigation  water  shortage  in  part  of  Park  City  anea, 
due  to  damage  done  by  hail  and  water  on  Valley  Creek  syphon.  In  general,  crop 
prospects  much  better  than  June  1st.  With  abundance  of  grass,  all  stock  in  fadr'to 
good  condition  and  picking  up.  Shearing  getting  in  full  swing. 

SUN  RIVER  PROJECT :  Total  precipitation  at  Fairfield  has  amounted  to  2.96  inctLes" 

for  month  of  June.  This  has  been  sufficient  to  carry  cro5>s_--  . 
without  any  irrigation  for  the  past  week.  Good  stands  of  alfalfa,  sweet  clover^  _ 
and  pasture  grass  has  been  noted  after  recent  rains.  Most  crops  in  need  of  warm  _ 
growing  weather.  Sugar  beet  thinning  well  under  way  after  some  delay  caused  by 
rains.  Grass  has  increased  after  recent  rains. 

SWEETGRASS :  Precipitation  I.05  inches.  General  growing  conditions  just  fair, -due 
to  five  days  of  cool  cloudy  v^eather  and  two  days  of  good  growing 
weather.  Grain  in;  growing  slowly;  stooling  well.  Alfalfa  now  making  fair  growth. 
Winter  rye  now  ready  for  harvest.  of  crop  on  account  of  dry  fall  and  winter. 

Fall  wheat  making  slow  but  steady  growth.  Spring  grains  spotted  where  sown  before 
rains  started,  but  slowly  coming.  Grass  heading,  with  prospects  of  considerable 
natural  seeding.  Livestock  growing,  gaining  and  developing  well.  Very  little 
disease  reported.  Poultry  exceedingly  short  on  account  of  shortage  of  feed  pro¬ 
duced  last  year. 

TETON :  The  balance  of  the  general  rain  last  week,  not  included  in  the  last  report, 
was  .58  inch  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday- morning.  Another  showerr'On 
Wednesday,  with  .I6  inch  precipitation.  Total  for  Choteau  for  the  month  to  date 
is  3*27  inches.  Crops  remain  very  spotted  over  most  of  the  ••''runt;  ,  due  to  uneven 
germination  and  wind  damage.  Some  of  the  crops  that  were  blowing  ..ut  are  showing 
some  recovery  and  the  prospects  are  with  continued  favorab'i-e  weather  we  will  have 
approximately  60^  normal  yield  for  county  as  a  whole.  The  early  seeded  crops 
seemed  suffer  the  worst.  There  has  been  considerable  reseeding  done  the  past 
week  of  feed  crops  and  some  wheat,  and  a  large  increase  in  mustard  and  flax  seed- 
ings  since  the  rain.  The  range  has  made  remarkable  recovery  considering  the  fact 
that  there  was  practically  no  growth  up  until  the  recent  rains,  plains  and  hill¬ 
sides  are  now  decidedly  green.  Shearing  has  been  resumed  since  delay  caused  by 
rainy  weather.  Approximately  50^  of  shearing  done  for  the  county. 

TQOLE :  Good  soaking  rain  a  week  ago,  varying  from  2.3^  inches  to  3- 30  inches 

within  county.  Showers  received  Wednesday  throughout  practically  all  the 
county,  varying  from  .25  to  .50  inch.  Considerable  seeding  of  imistard  and  small 
grain  during  past  week.  Fields  that  were  spotted  are  greening  up  in  nice  shape 
and  with  normal  rains  from  now  on  there  will  be  sufficient  feed  and  the  possibil" 
ity  of  grain  crops  is  very  good  at  present  time.  In  two-thirds  of  county,  pres¬ 
ent  rains  connected  subsoil  moisture  with  surface  moisture.  Also  replenished  sub¬ 
soil  to  large  degree.  Recent  rains  are  of  great  help  to  range.  The  rain  was 
absorbed  readily  by  the  soil,  and  there  was  no  run-off  until  it  had  rained  12 
hours.  Practically  all  reservoirs  and  water  holes  are  full.  Grass  is  coming  back 
in  excellent  shape,  and  the  whole  county  has  a  nice  green  tinge.  Moisture  in  sod 
is  down  about  IS  inches  in  most  localities. 

VALLEY :  General  rain  over  Valley  County  last  Saturday,  varying  from  .  16  inch  t»- 
5.00  inches.  Growing  conditions  best  of  any  time  this  spring  caused  by 
moisture  and  warmer  weather.  More  moisture  needed.  Majority  of  crops  appear  to 
not  have  the  ability  to  come  back.  Some  few  fields  look  fair.  Considerable  seed¬ 
ing  of  millet  and  oats  as  feed  crop  the  past  three  days.  Alfalfa  ready  to  be  cut. 
Blue- jo  int  meadows  making  best  growth  the  past  three  days  of  any  time,  which  looks 
like  some  prospects  of  some  hay.  Sugar  beets  are  doing  fair.  Stockmen  feel  much 
better  since  the  rain,  as  the  grass  looks  better,  possibility  of  enough  grass  to 
do  until  early  fall.  AH  water  holes  filled  new.  No  labor,  but  i^-ork  needed. 
Grasshoppers  are  getting  bad.  Some  cutworms. 
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MEATLAND :  Small  amount  of  moisture  during  week.  Cool  and  c  cudy  ^11  week. 

Moisture  received  during  the  past  10  days  has  greatly  improved  crop 
growing  conditions  in  county  and  has  revived  some  of  the  crops.  i.  ^th  additional 
moistiore.  crops  in  the  south  part  may  make  60^  crop.  Crops  in  north  nart  were 
badly  damaged  by  wind  and  soil  blowing  though  7;ith  additional  moisture  they  may 
turn  out  to  be  fair  crops.  There  has  been  some  seeding  of  feed  crops  during  the 
past  week.  Eanges  have  been  greatly  improved  due  to  radn  and  grass  has  started 
in  the  central  part  of  county,  where  there  had  been  no  grass  previous  to  the  rain. 
However,  more  moisture  is  needed  in  the  central  part  of  the  county.  Shearing 
has  started  during  the  past  week. 

WIBAUX:  Precipitation  June  12  and  I3 ,  1-97  inches;  June  I7,  0.57  inch.  Growing 
conditions  excellent.  Emergency  fe^^d  crops  being  planted.  Il/heat  crops 
will  be  very  short.  Good  prospect  for  feed  crops  if  grasshoppers  can  be  controlled. 
cut’,vorms  still  working  in  some  fields.  Grasshoppers  are  very  numerous  and  poison¬ 
ing  ca.iiipaign  has  started.  Ranges  improving. 

YELLOVifSTOHE' :  Precipitation  for  week  ending  June  12,  3*^3  ipches;  for  week  ending 
June  19,  .43  inch.  General  growing  conditions  excellent  throughout 
county.  Severe  hail  and  flood  over  approximately  4,000  acres  of  irrigated  land 
west  of  Billings.  Much  of  the  area,  however,  is  coming  back  due  to  cloudy,  cool 
weather  and  less  loss  than  expected.  Winter  wheat  excellent  throughout  the  south 
side  of  the  river  and  fair  throughout  the  rest  of  the  county.  Irrigated  crops  all 
good  and  beets  exceptional.  Haying  started  throughout  county,  practically  all 
ditches  west  of  Billings  washed  out  due  to  the  flood,  and  some  loss  of  crops  may 
be  expected  if  ditches  are  not  repaired  immediately.  Most  severe  ditch  damage  to 
the  B.  L.  &  I*  ditch,  which  irrigated  approximately  25.000  acres  of  land,  much  of 
which  is  in  truck  gardens  and  beet  a,nd  bean  acreage.  Mormon  crickets  completely 
covering  crop  acreage  south  of  the  Yellowstone  from  Huntley  to  the  west  county  line. 
Danger  of  losing  approximately  25.000  a.cres  of  ’/vinter  wheat  unless  more  assistance 
available  in  control.  Approximately  iGO  more  men  put  to  work,  but  number  is  com¬ 
pletely  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  situation.  Livestock  in  fair  snape.  AH  labor 
being  employed  in  rehabilitation  of  ditches,  farms,  fairgrounds,  and  the  town. 


Helena,  Montana, 
June  22,  1937- 


The  following  county  summaries  of  Crop  c'phdit ions  for  the  week  ending  June  25,193/ 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Bit^ector  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
■R'.xtension  Service. 


Kssued  [ointiy  by  ilw  Division  of  Crop  and  Livesiock  Estmatss  and  the  Woaihor  Bureau, 

Offices:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Mom'ana, 

While  the  return  of  cool  weather  during  the  first  part  of  the  week  tended 
to  retard  most  crop  development,  the  change  to  hot,  sunny  weather  during  the  latter 
part  was  beneficial  and  accelerated  growth  generally  where  moisture  conditions  re¬ 
mained,  favorable.  Temperatures  for  the  week  as  a  whole  averaged  above  normal, 
ranging  from  maxima  in  excess  of  100  degrees  on  the  29th  to  minima  in  the  30's.  and 
sufficiently  low  to  cause  local  frost  damage  in  some  central  districts  on  the  24th 
and.*25thu 

precipitation  for  the  week  was  negligible.  A  few  light  scattered  showers 
fell  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  in  the  north  and  west,  but  were  of  little  or  no 
benefit  to  crops  and  ranges.  Except  for  the  northeastern  drouth  area,  the  supply 
bf'iaoLiat'ire'  in  surface  soils  remained  largely  sufficient  for  plant  needs.  Unusual- 
lylheavx  i‘®^i^6nients ,  however,  because  of  the  excessive  heat  and  winds  at  the  close 
of "the-'week  indicated  an  early  and  perhaps  general  need  for  additional  rains  to 
kB€rp-<-rops  and  ranges  growing  satisfactorily.  The  area  in  which  soil  moisture  has 
■b^.iv-w'’vefully  lacking  all  spring  and  crop  and  range  conditions  remain  particularly 
bad -iucludas  the  following  counties:  Daniels,  Sheridan,  Roosevelt,  Valley,  and 
ofJi'JC-one ,  Dawson,  and  Richland. 

4  ■'TFeather  conditions  were  especially  favorable  for  haying,  shearing,  and  cul- 
•  fivat-ion  nf  row  crops.  Irrigation  increased,  with  water  mostly  ample  for  present 
needs  except  in  parts  of  Beaverhead  County.  Some  attention  v.fas  given  to  loosening 
-the  crust  on  summerfallowed  fields  that  had  formed  after  the  heavy  rains  and  sub¬ 
jected  the  land  to  soil  erosion.  High  winds  caused  some  soil-blowing  from  Toole 
■  Coxi^ty- eastward  to  the  Dakota  line. 

Crops  and  ranges  improved  for  the  third  successive  week.  While  most  grain 
crops  will  be  light,  and  many  continue  backward  for  the  seR.son,  the  more  favorable 
growing  conditions  of  late  have  boosted  yield  prospects  generally.  Some  good 
wheat  and  other  grain  crops  are  to  be  fo^ond  in  several  of  the  western  and  more 
southern  districts.  Spring  wheat  which  survives  as  well  as  that  recently  sprouted 
is  growing  rapidly.  Early  spring  wheat  and  much  of  the  winter  wheat  is  on  short 
straw.  Winter  wheat  continues  fair,  and  same  is  in  need  of  rain  for  filling.  Win¬ 
ter  rye  is  being  harvested  in  the  Yellowstone  Valley.  There  is  still  some  thinning 
of  beets  under  way;  most  stands  are  good  to  excellent,  although  heavy  infestations 
of  web-worms  are  reported  from  Carbon  County.  Beans  are  excellent  in  Yellowstone 
County.  Mustard  is  spatted  in  Teton  County;  reseeded  mustard  there  has  made  good 
growth  since  the  heavy  rains.  Reas  in  Rlathead  County  have  been  injured  by  a  root 
disease,  which  is  being  aggravated  by  hot  weather;  in  Gallatin  County,  peas  are  in 
excellent  condition  and  mostly  in  blossom.  Fruits  continue  good  progress.  Bitter¬ 
root  strawberries  are  on  the  market.  Cherries  are  coloring. 

Ranges  and  pastures  have  made  splendid  recovery  since  the  rains,  although 
the  condition  generally  north  of  the  Yellowstone  Valley  and  from  the  Divide  to  the 
Dakotas  remains  belcw  normal.  In  the  extreme  northeast,  range  conditions  continue 
bad  because  of  the  drouth,  and  further  selling  and  movement  of  livestock  has  been 
necessary.  Many  of  the  eastern  ranges  are  reported  weedy.  An  abundance  of  feed 
has  been  reported  from  Flathead  and  several  of  the  more  southern  coxinties.  Suffi¬ 
cient  water  for  livestock  purposes  has  been  reported  from  all  sections.  Livestock 
are  in  good  to  excellent  condition  in  the  west  and  extreme  south  and  fair  in  the 
uortheast.  Livestock  continue  to  gain  with  range  improvement. 

•r  j  Grasshoppers  are  doing  a  little  damage  in  scattered  areas,  but  in  general 
have  not  been  particularly  destructive.  Crickets  continue  damaging  in  several 
scattered  districts,  with  some  reported  und.er  control  as  the  result  of  the  intense 
poisoning  campaign. 


WEEKLY  TEIiPSRATURE  ARD  PRECIPITATION  DATA 


Temperature  Total  Precipitation  Sunshine 


Stat ion 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  Week.  Since  April 

1.  Percent  of  Possible, 

Billings  . 

101 

48 

T 

6.19 

* 

Bozeman  . 

gq 

36 

T 

7.13 

Cut  Bank  . 

94 

39 

G.OO 

5-59 

* 

Fort  Peck  . 

100 

50 

0.02 

2.98 

* 

Glendive  . 

101 

52 

T 

3-78 

Great  Falls  .  .  . 

9S 

42 

0.12 

3.68 

Havre  . 

100 

4s 

0.09 

4.55 

76 

HELENA  . 

97 

43 

T 

3.13 

81 

Kalispell  . 

92 

4o 

T 

4.21 

84 

Lewistown . 

95 

36 

0 

4.47 

* 

Malta  . 

99 

44 

0.11 

5.2c 

* 

Miles  City  .... 

9S 

56 

T 

3.60 

82 

Missoula  . 

100 

4o 

0.16 

2.97 

82 

Poplar  . 

103 

47 

o.i4 

1.33 

+ 

Series.  ICS?.  No.lP. 

*No  data. 

Helena,  Montana 

w.  E. 

Maughan,  Weather 

Bureau. 

J^one  30,  1937. 
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The  following  county  summaries  oi  crop  conditions  tor  the  week  ending  June  2b,. 193/ 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Bii^ector  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD ;  Scattered  showers.  Sections  not  receiving  much  moisture  will  have 
short  hay  crops,  and  include  the  Horse  Prairie,  Medicine  Lodge,  and 
Red  Rock  Valleys;  other  sections  good.  Shearing  well  under  way,  with  still  no 
activity  in  wool.  Livestock  in  good  shape,  with  grass  good. 

BLAINE;  General  showers.  Crops  making  rapid  growth.  High  winds  and  some  soil 
drifting  continues.  Range  shows  big  improvement. 

CAPJBON :  Few  hot  days;  no  precipitation.  Hot  winds  part  of  the  week.  Wheat  look¬ 
ing  good.  Haying,  with  fair  yields,  plenty  of  irrigation  water  at  pres¬ 
ent  time.  First  thinning  of  beets  practically  completed.  General  webworm  infes¬ 
tation  in  beets.  Grasshoppers  increasing  in  some  sections.  Mormon  cricket  situa¬ 
tion  remains  serious,  with  approximately  I7O  men  at  work.  Livestock  conditions 
fair.  Grass  situation  good. 

CASCADE:  Excellent  growing  conditions  for  all  crops  and  range  grass.  Summerfallow¬ 
ing  is  practically  completed;  many  farmers  converting  their  farms  into 
strips,  taking  advantage  of  moisture  to  grow  cover  on  the  intervening  strips. 
Thr-usands  of  acres  of  emergency  feed  crops  are  being  planted,  including  mustard  as 
a  ca'.c'n  crop.  Sugar  beets  show  excellent  stands  and  good  crop  prospects.  First 
cutting  of  hay.  Sufficient  v/ater  in  reservoirs  for  all  needs  this  season.  Live¬ 
stock  in  good  condition.  Poisoning  of  grasshoppers  just  getting  under  way  because 
of  late  arrival  of  bait.  Cricket  campaign  continues  under  full  force,  with  excel¬ 
lent  results  being  reported. 

CHOUTEAU ;  Scattered  showers  throughout  most  of  the  county  have  resulted  in  apprec¬ 
iable  amounts  of  precipitation.  In  genera.1,  crops  are  looking  much  im¬ 
proved  since  the  drouth  has  been  broken,  and  fair  yields  are  anticipated  for  most 
parts  of  the  county.  Many  farmers  are  seeding  quite  sizeable  acreages  of  feed 
crops,  and  some  reseeding  of  spring  grain  is  being  done.  Cultivation  of  summer 
fallow  is  in  progress  to  break  the  crust  formed  by  recent  rains,  thus  minimizing 
soil  erosion.  Range  conditions  are  greatly  inproved  and  there  is  no  movement  of 
livestock.  Mormon  cricket  work  is  progressing  in  good  shape,.  Some  grasshopper 
damage  is  reported  in  some  areas,  and  a  control  campaign  should  get  under  way  the 
first  of  the  week. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER;  Growing  conditions  remain  good.  Dry  land  grain  crops  mak¬ 
ing  good  growth  but  are  short.  Late  feed  crop  planting 
about  ended,  with  some  of  the  early  seedings  up.  Irrigated  crops,  including  beets, 
very  good.  On  first  cutting,  alfalfa  yields  fair  to  good,  v/'^ter  supply  in  Tongue 
River  ample.  Grass  making  good  growth  in  south  country.  Conditions  much  better 
on  north  side  since  rain,  but  range  is  weedy.  Shearing  about  over,  with  fleece 
weights  heavy  to  light  depending  on  vrhether  shearing  was  before  or  after  rain. 

Labor  supply  sufficient.  Grasshopper  damage  not  yet  noticeable.  Some  bait  being 
spread. 

DANIELS ;  No  precipitation  of  any  value.  Growing  conditions  very  poor.  Severe 
winds  and  dust  storms  prevailed  during  week.  Farmers  have  practically 
abandoned  all  hope  of  harvesting  any  grains.  No  chance  for  planting  feed  crops 
because  of  drouth.  Fields  that  were  cultivated  this  spring  are  still  bare.  Even 
weeds  have  been  unable  to  grow  because  of  soil  drifting.  Livestock  are  beginning 
to  lose  weight  and  stockmen  continuing  movement  to  outside  pastures.  No  forage 
left  except  along  creek  bottoms.  The  water  situation  is  not  serious.  Practically 
all  farmers  v;ant  work  with  sufficient  income  to  care  for  their  families.  Approxi¬ 
mately  30  farm  families  have  moved  out  of  the  county  since  spring  work  began.  Many 
more  are  investigating  other  locations  and  are  planning  on  moving. 

DAWSON ;  Weather  and  growing  conditions  fair  throughout  the  week,  prospects  for 

obtaining  feed  for  livestock  continue  to  be  fairly  favorable,  although,  of 
course,  much  depends  on  whether  or  not  more  rain  is  received.  Some  few  scattered 
sections  may  revive  a  small  amount  of  small  grain  crops.  Grasses  continue  to  grow, 
providing  some  grazing.  Continued  reports  of  grasshoppers  hatching  and  beginning 
to  damj:j^ge  gardens  and  in  some  cases  fields. 

FALLON  -  CARTER ;  Moisture  conditions  fair.  Growing  conditions  fair  to  good. 

Crops  in  some  portions  of  our  counties  showing  grasshopper  damage 
Weeds  and  grasshoppers  will  cut  down  yield.  Grasshopper  poison  ordered  into  the 
county.  Livestock  showing  good  gains.  Although  range  is  showing  lots  of  weeds, 
there  is  good  grass  growth. 

FERGUS ;  Good  growing  conditions.  Alfalfa  being  cut;  crop  very  short.  Winter 

wheat  heading,  with  prospects  of  about  half  a  crop;  acreage,  however,  is 
small.  Spring  wheat  making  very  rapid  growth,  but  in  east  part  of  county  too  far 
gone  before  the  rains  to  make  very  much  recovery.  Plenty  of  water  and  grass  at  the 
present  time  to  carry  stock  in  good  shape.  However,  grasshoppers  will  no  doubt 
Cause  considerable  damage.  Crickets  practically  cleaned  up,  with  very  good  results 
reported.  Grasshopper  poison  moving  fast. 

FLATHEAD ;  Local  showers,  with  a  little  hail  doing  considerable  damage  to  a  few 

fields  of  peas  and  gardens.  Outside  of  this  localized  damage  to  crops, 
growing  conditions  have  been  excellent  for  all  crops.  Moisture  adequate  for  the 
present,  but  more  will  be  necessary  to  carry  grain  through  to  harvest.  Reports 
would  indicate  that  the  first  crop  of  alfalfa  may  be  a  little  short,  but  prospects 
for  a  second  crop  are  better  than  for  years.  The  pea  crop  may  be  damaged  quite 
extensively  by  a  disease  which  is  killing  the  root  systems,  especially  if  hot 
weather  should  strike  the  valley  during  the  next  few  weeks.  This  would  cause  all 

( Copt inued  on  Page  2 . ) 
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jCounty  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  week  ending  Jun^_26_j_1237  • 

bijATHEAIi ;  (Cont«d.)  peas  to  wilt.  Condition  of  livestock  very  good.  Pastures  and 

ranges  are  furnishing  an  abundance  of  feed. 

GAILAT IN :  Some  precipitation.  Haying  under  way  in  nearly  all  sections  of  t^ipi  coun¬ 
ty.  Crops  making  considerable  growth  a,nd  show  benefit  of  recent  ^'^vy 
rains,  with  a  large  percentage  of  the  winter  wheat  headed  out.  Peas  in  bKSf-f-om  and 
show  prospects  for  an  excellent  crop.  Pastures  and  range  in  better  condition  than 
they  have  been  at  this  time  of  the  year  for  many  years  past.  Some  frost  damage  to 
gardens  in  northern  portion  of  county. 

^GARPIPTiD Two  days  warmer;  otherwise  cool,  cloudy,  with  few  scattered  showers  in 

some  parts  of  the  county.  Growing  conditions  fair.  Crop  conditions  un¬ 
changed  from  previous  week;  additional  moisture  will  be  needed  soon.  Only  feed  can 
be  expected  on  seeded  fields.  Livestock  condition  good;  pastures  generally  suffic¬ 
ient  to  carry  present  numbers  of  stock.  Range  generally  shows  serious  high  percent¬ 
age  of  weeds.  Considerable  loss  of  sheep  due  to  coyotes  reported. 

HILL .57  inch  precipitation  for  the  past  week.  Two  days  of  v.-ind  c' jised  additional 
soil  drifting.  Crops  recovering  slowly- from  win-d  and  drouth  damage.  First 
cutting  of  alfalfa  just  going  into  the  stack.  Grass  starting  slowly.  Grasshoppers 
reported  in  some  areas.  Livestock  in  fair  to  good  condition. 

JUDITH  BAS  IN ;  Scattered  showers.  Growing  conditions  good  in  western  end  of  county; 

in  eastern  end  stands  are  very  poor  generally  and  very  little,  if  any, 
crop  is  expected.  Range  turning  green  in  most  of  the  foothills,  but  is  below  normal 
except  in  the  extreme  western  and  southern  sections.  Hay  crop  will  be  very  poor. 

Only  about  '^QPjo  of  the  seeded  acreage  of  grain  will  be  harvested.  If  rains  continue, 
'most  of  the  stock  will  be  able  to  feed  through  until  market  time.  In  the  drier 
areas,  some  of  the  stock  has  already  been  sold.  Stock  ranging  in  the  mountain  and 
foothill  areas  in  good  condition.  Farmers  asking  for  work. 

LAKE ;  Weather  has  been  unseasonably  cool  find  cloudy  all  week.  No  frosts  reported. 

Some  scattered  showers  over  all  parts  of  the  county.  Very  little  irrigating 
being  done.  Growing  conditions  good  for  s-t,  11  grains  and  peas.  Haying  started,  but 
cool  damp  weather  not  allowing  proper  curing.  Pastures  and  ranges  improving. 

Mormon  crickets  are  being  held  under  control,  but  are  migrating  from  the  range  lands 
to  cultivated  fields  in  the  west  end  of  the  county.  Grasshoppers  are  reported  in 
scattered  areas  throughout  the  county,  but  little  poisoning  being  done. 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADYi/'ATER ;  Heavy  showers  in  parts  of  Lewis  &  Clark  County  came^ 

too  fast  to  be  of  greatest  benefit.  Broadwater  County 
has  received  little  moisture.  Weather  rather  cool  for  best  growing  conditions. 
Beneficial  effect  of  rains  obtained  previously  are  in  evidence.  Some  em.ergency 
crops  being  planted.  Cutting  of  first  crop  of  alfalfa  started  this  week.  Pastures 
in  good  condition  generally  except  possibly  portions  of  Broadwater  County,  and  stock 
in  good  condition.  Wool  being  shipped  out.  Mormon  cricket  invasion  of  cropland 
stopped  and  under  control  in  Wolf  Creek  area.  Grasshoppers  have  been  relatively 
inactive. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Serious  frosts  reported  in  southern  Madison  Co-.nty  Thursday 

night.  The  hailstorm  caused  considerable  'damage  to  hay,  grain, 
buildings,  roads,  and  irrigation  ditches  in  a  strip  approximately  5  miles  wide  and 
6o  miles  Icng,  running  through  Silver  Star,  V/aterloo  ,  Jefferson  Island  and  the  Eureka 
District.  Grain  crops  making  slow  growth,  and  stands  are  not  uniform.  Most  of  the 
fields  of  potatoes  rather  slow.  Sugar  beet  fields  were  seriously  damaged  by  the  hail • 
Several  farmers  have  started  cutting  their  sweet  clover  and  alfalfa  hay.  Rains  have 
decreased  the  activities  of  grasshoppers,  but  considerable  grasshopper  bait  being 
used  and  larger  quantities  can  be  expected  to  be  used  when  the  weather  warms  up. 

Range  conditions  have  been  materially  improved  by  recent  rains,  and  livestock  condi¬ 
tion  has  also  shown  some  inprovement  over  previous  weeks.  Most  of  shearing  has  been 
completed. 

MEAGHER :  Two  hot  days  and  some  wind  reduced  soil  moisture.  Cool  days  since  have 

prevented  damage.  Late  grain  hay  crop  is  short,  but  may  improve  with  more 
moisture.  Irrigated  hay  continues  to  do  well.  Livestock  very  good.  Flies  just  be¬ 
ginning. 

MISSOULA;  Cool  nights;  warn  days.  Cloudy  first  of  week;  very  little  precipitation. 

Spring  grain  in  most  parts  of  county  made  much  improvement  during  week. 
Cuttirg  hay  has  started  in  all  earlier  localities  in  county.  Crop  is  short,  prob¬ 
ably  three-fourths  of  normal.  Sugar  beets  late,  but  making  fair  growth.  Strawberry 
crop  starting  to  come  on  market.  Pastures  and  ranges  improved  from  recent  rains. 
Livestock  condition  also  improving. 

7* ARK;  Scattered  light  diowers.  Warmer  days,  with  cool  nights.  Frost  two  nights 
during  the  week.  Generally  favorable  except  for  grasshopper  damage  in  some 
sections.  First  cutting  of  alfalfa  just  getting  under  way.  Grain  crops  somewhat 
late  due  to  cold  season,  but  are  in  fair  condition.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

Grass  making  good  growth.  Hopper  and  some  cricket  damage  reported  throughout  the 
county, 

PH ILL  IPS ;  Good  growing  weather,  and  two  showers  which  averaged  about  .36  inch 

continued  the  improvement  resulting  from  last  week' s  rains.  Much  seeding 
of  emergency  feed  crops  has  been  done.  Crops  and  ranges  show  general  improvement, 
although  more  rain  will  be  needed  to  bring  spring  grain  crops  to  maturity.  First 
cutting  oi  alfalfa  is  about  to  become  general.  Many  trying  to  combat  the  grasshopper 
situation.  The  general  condition  of  livestock  is  mostly  good. 

(Continued  on  page  3O 
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jr'UiMUJIllA;:  ■ 'LigJi'C  snowers  on  Monday  ana  Tuesday  oi  -cnis  weeK.  Many  grain  i  leias  are 
“  spotted  due  to  the  effects  of  wind  and  drouth  early  in  the  season. 

Most  crops  ha.ve  made  rapid  progress  since  the  rain,  and  fields  that  appeared  to 
have  "been  badly  blown  are  looking  much  better.  There  have  been  some  later  seedings 
of  mustard  and  some  reseeding  of  barley  and  oats  on  land  that  had  blown  out.  Most 
of  the  sugar  beet  fields  are  making, very  slow  progress,  but  the  good  growing  wea¬ 
ther  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week  has  resulted  in  improvement.  Range  grass 
has  been  making  good  growth.  Much  of  the  land  that  seemed  to  have  very  little  grass 
heretofore  has  good  feed  at  the  present  time.  Little  or  no  movement  of  livestock 
to  market  at  this  time.  Grasshoppers  a.ppear  quite  thick  in  some  areas  near  the 
Marias  River. 

PRAIRIE:  Weather  has  been  favorable  for  the  acreage  of  crops  still  standing.  Crops 

ra-pidly  taking  the  moisture  and  rain  is  needed.  Grasshoppers  present  in 
large  numbers  in  all  communities  and  are  now  moving  in  on  crops.  Livestock  is  im¬ 
proving  in  condition.  No  activity  in  local  wool  market.  Range  is  green,  but  very 
weedy. 

RICHLATO;  Extreme  heat  of  95  to  100  degrees  during  the  forepart  of  the  week,  with 
slightly  cooler  weather  during  the  balance  of  the  week.  High  winds 
caused  some  soil  blowing.  No  precipitation  was  received  this  week,  ar.d  the  western 
portion  of  the  county  is  dried  up  completely,  with  no  crops  or  grass  to  any  extent. 
The  eastern  part  of  our  county  is  somewhat  more  favorable  due  to  the  local  showers 
a  week  or  so  ago,  which  were  followed  by  more  moisture.  Considerable  late  feed, 
such  as  millet,  sudan  grass,  cane,  and  early  maturing  varieties  of  corn  have  been 
planted  during  the  past  week  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county.  Alfalfa  hay  harvest 
is  in  full  swing  in  the  irrigated  valley,  with  crops  in  general  looking  very  good. 

ROOSEVELT :  Drouth  continues  unabated.  No  rain  during  past  week.  Total  precipita¬ 

tion  since  April  1  is  around  .80  inch  or  less  in  most  parts  of  the 
county.  The  hot  days  in  the  past  week  have  been  hard  on  late  planted  crops  just 
emerging  from  the  ground.  Some  fields  still  blowing  badly,  but  approximately  80 
per  cent  of  the  acreage  is  now  protected  with  a  cover  of  weeds  and  scattered  grain. 
Hopper  poison  on  hand,  but  little  being  used  as  farmers  are  not  interested  in  put¬ 
ting  out  money  or  labor  to  protect  a  crop  that  is  now  considered  gone.  Cattle  con¬ 
tinue  to  move  to  market  as  expected  June  rains  failed  to  come.  Very  little  feed  in 
sight  for  either  fall  or  winter. 

RO SEBUD :  No  precipitation  during  week.  Growing  conditions  good.  Temperatures 

abO'Uu  r.orma.1  for  season.  Spring  grain  showed  considerable  revival,  but 
is  again  beginning  to  need  moisture.  Alfalfa  practically  all  cut.  Very  little 
damage  reported  to  date  from  grasshoppers.  Crickets  have  been  spreading  rapidly 
and  are  beginning  to  attack  grain  crops,  some  of  which  are  a  littl  too  immature 
to  make  satisfactory  feed  crops.  Range  generally  making  good  grov.oh;  will  need 
additional  rains  soon  to  prevent  premature  curing.  Roth  calves  aird  lambs  doing  well 
with  about  normal  percentages  reported.  Shearing  about  three-fourths  completed. 
Fleeces  are  somewhat  lighter  than  normal. 

SANDERS :  precipitation  .78  inch.  Early  part  of  week  cloudy  with  rains;  latter 

part  clear  and  cool.  Western  half  of  county  good  growing  conditions  and 
good  moisture  supply;  eastern  half  needing  rain.  Winter  wheat  well  headed  out,  but 
short.  Present  moisture  supply  sufficient  to  mature  fair  crop.  Cutting  first  crop 
alfalfa  urxLer  way;  about  50  per  cent  normal  crop.  Spring  grain  in  gcrd  condition, 
but  will  need  rain  soon.  Gardens  and  truck  crops  good,  prospects  for  good  fruit 
crop.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Lov/er  range  dried  out.  Cattle  and  sheep  mov¬ 
ing  to  higher  altitudes  on  forest  permits. 

SHERIDAN :  One  light  sprinkle;  high  winds  for  three  days.  Temperature  up  to  100 

degrees  for  one  day.  Only  a  few  scattered  fields  are  left,  which  might 
produce  a  small  amount  of  seed.  Shipments  of  livestock  increasing  rapidly;  about 
50  to  60  per  cent  going  out  by  truck.  Some  ranchers  shipping  to  pasture  in  North 
Dakota.  75  io  90  cent  of  livestock  will  be  moved  from  county  if  rains  do  not 
come.  Increased  need  for  work.  Grasshoppers  hatching  in  scattered  areas. 

STILLWATER:  Generally  cool,  with  temperature  reaching  100  only  one  day.  Winter 
wheat  and  0  then  grains  making  good  growth.  First  ^tting  of  alfalfa 
started  throughout  county.  Beets  and  other  intensive  farming  crops  look  good. 
Cricket  situation  still  serious,  with  farmers  making  a  determined  stand  to  save 
crops  in  cricket  areas  by  dusting  and  spreading  cricket  poison.  With  abundance  of 
grass,  stock  are  in  good  condition.  Shearing  in  full  swing.  Shortage  of  men  will¬ 
ing  to  do  ranch  work. 

SUN  RIVER  PROJECT ;  Scattered  showers  during  week  amounted  to  .39  inch.  High  winds 

latter  part  of  week  drying  fields.  Crops  growing  fair.  Some 
fields  of  peas  showing  poor  stands  from  cold  weather,  especially  fields  irrigated 
after  seeding,  pastures  improved  from  recent  rains. 

TETON ;  Warm  days  this  week,  with  the  recent  precipitation,  has  been  ideal  for  grow¬ 
ing  conditions  for  crops.  .36  inch  precipitation  for  week.  Rather  high 
winds  the  forepirt  of  week  that  caused  continuation  of  soil  blowing  in  some  areas. 

In  spite  of  the  splendid  rains  the  past  two  weeks,  crops  that  were  damaged  by 
winds  are  not  recovering  rapidly.  There  has  been  a  considerable  acreage  reseeded 
to  emergency  forage  crops.  4,000  acres  has  been  seeded  to  mustard  within  the  last 
10  days  or  two  weeks.  A  heavy  rain  hit  the  power  area  the  first  part  of  the  week, 
which  did  considerable  damage  to  soil  washing  and  some  reservoirs  gav'.:  way.  Revised 
estimate  with  normal  conditions  for  the  balance  of  the  season — the  best  that  we  can 
expect  is  50  per  cent  of  a  normal  crop.  The  early  seeded  wheat  is  heading  and  is 
very  thin  and  short.  We  also  find  that  there  is  considerable  stooling  in  the  early 
wheat.  (continued  on  Page  4.) 


I 

i 


\ 


-  Tie^ 


,0s 


9n/jl  "^ol  s-noii ihaoC)  cro'iO  'ic  ssiT-QCinssl 


j 


I 


I 

ii 

I  . 


YifPI  ,c^S  ■9n.i.'''[  >S'f3r  '3:01  pnoxcribaDO;  "ic  sej''i.K;r'Yt3 


t 

Ii; 

T  • 


I  , 
„  ) 


I 


} 

\  ■ 

I 

kX 


X±^2 


County  Sumiaaries  •>£  Crop  Conditions  for  Week  Ending  June  2.6,  1937  ~  Ps-ge 

TETON.;  (,Cont*d.)  Range  condition  as  well  as  cattle  condition  continues  t«  improve. 

75  per  cent  shearing  completed. 

TOOLS.:-  -  Two,  days  of  high  wind  during  past  week,  precipitation  varied  from  light 

to  heavy  cloudhursts  in  various  sections  of  the  county.  Spring  wheat  gen¬ 
erally  in  very  good  shape,  although  some  fields  are  quite  spotted  due  to  cutworm 
and  in  some -cases  to  soil  erosion  damage.  The  first  mustard  seedings  were  very 
spotted.  _A11  rousdard  has  "been  reseeded  and  part  of  it  has  a  very  good  staxt  after 
the_rains-.  Winder  rye  is  in  excellent  shape.  Feed  crops  are  similar  to  wheat. 
Considerable  late- seeding  has  taken  place  for  , feed  crops. 

Y ALLEY :  The.„week  has  been  characterized  by  hot  weather,  with  considerable  winds. 

Local  siiowers  in  west-central  section  of  the  county,  and  a  small  area 
received' maisture"  around  Larslan.  Rain  is  needed.  Wir.ds  are  causing  considerable 
j  soil  drifting,  particularly  in  the  Larslan-Avondale  area  and  Center  Community, 
south. uf  Nashua.  Crops  seeded  even  in  areas  receiving  moisture  still  doubtful 
as.  to  whether  they  will  make  any  crop  or  not.  Many  fields  will  not  make  feed,  and 
!  very  little  pasture.  Considerable  seeding  of  oats,  millet,  corn,  and  sudan  grass 
■  ip,  the  localities-- which  had  received  moisture  in  the  last  ten  days.  Shearing  in 
full  swing.  Fleeces  are  running  a  trifle  light.  Stock  water  not  a  problem  at  this 
j  time.-  Range 'in..northwestern  portion  of  the  county  fair  and  along  the  irrigated  sec- 
j  tion  seme  -range.  Cattle  as  well  as  sheep  looking  fair;  some  stock  being  moved  out 
I  of^the -county ..  -R-oppers  are  moving  in,  particularly  in  irrigated  sections. 

'  WHEATT,AND-:  Dry  during  the  week;  no  moisture.  Crops  in  northern  part  revived  by 
rains-  two  weeks  ago.  Grass  is  good  in  western  and  northwest  part  of 
county,'-  '  Crass- s barbed  after  recent  rains  is  beginning  to  burn  in  the  central  and 
eawbern  part  -pf-  co'oiity. 

WIBAUX:  ■  Good  growing,  conditions .  High  winds  with  soil  blowing  on  June  23rd. 

,  Grasshoppers  very  bad.  poison  campaign  in  full  swing.  Lack  of  poison  is 
hampering  campaign..  There  will  be  some  grain  and  feed  if  grasshoppers  can  be  con¬ 
trolled.  Trac-o  of  precipitation  during  the  week.  A  large  acreage  of  emergency 
f-eed  rrops 'has-  been  pilanted.  Ranges  are  improving. 

YELLOWSTONE :  Growing  conditions  excellent.  Winter  wheat  dryland  areas  fair  to 
I  good,  with  grain  all  headed  out.  Condition  of  irrigatedaareas  good 

,  with  the  exception  of  areas  irrigated  by  ditches  washed  out  hy  the  flood.  Several 
ditches  started  running  water  this  week,  but  the  B-L-  &  I.  ditch  will  he  without 
water  for  about  three  weeks  longer.  Much  of  the  truck  gardening  areas  irrigated 
I  under  this  ditch.  Haying  in  full  swing.  Som.e  winter  rye  being  cut.  Beans  and 
beets  excellent.  Livestock  all  in  good  shape.  All  labor  being  employed  in  rehab¬ 
ilitation  of  ditches,  farms,  fair  grounds,  and  on  cricket  control  work.  Crickets 
continue  to  menace  south  side  of  the  Yellowstone  River;  are  sireading  considerably 
and  insufficient  labor  allowed  to  clean  out  the  infestation.  Crickets  have  damaged 
winter  wheat  about  11  per  cent,  and  are  working  on  heads  and  stems  badly.  Very 
little  damage  done  fro  m  gras siroppers  to  date. 


Helena,  Montana, 
June  30,  1937. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
V/oather  Buroau - Bureau  ox  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  W'EAl'HER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTAEm 

Fcjr  die  ¥/eek  Endiiig'  I’liosday,  Jmy  6,  1967. 


Issuad  joinily  by  iho  Dr/ision  cf  Crop  and  Livestock  Estmaios  ana  iho  Weather  Bureau. 
Offices:  fouiih  floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 


The  week  was  abnormally  warm  and  featured  by  the  highest  temperatures  of 
bhe  season  to  date.  Readings  of  100°,  or  higher,  were  recorded  in  most  of  central 
and  eastern  Montana  on  the  4th  and  5th,  with  highest  readings  of  110°  reported  from 
llendive  and  Poplar  on  the  5th.  The  hot  sunny  weather  was  fine  for  irrigated  crops, 
but  caused  some  injury  to  dryland  crops,  and  emphasized  the  need  for  good,  rains 
generally.  Showers  occurred  in  every  section  on  one  or  more  days,  and  while  con¬ 
siderably  more  than  last  week,  were  of  beneficial  proportions  to  only  about  one 
half  of  the  State.  The  supply  of  irrigation  water  declined  sharply  in  some  south¬ 
western  counties,  but  held  up  well  in  other  sections,  although  some  difficulty  was 
encountered  in  getting  the  water  on  fields  fast  enough.  A  change  to  cooler  weather 
'at  the  close  of  the  week  brought  some  relief  to  drying  crops  and  ranges. 

Dryland  crops  in  the  extreme  northeast  are  practically  a  total  failure  as 
a  result  of  drought  and  soil-blowing.  In  other  sections  their  general  condition 
ranges  from  fair  te  good.  Hot  weather  has  caused  winter  wheat  to  ripen  rapidly 
with  most  of  the  remaining  crop  made  insofar  as  future  moisture  conditions  can 
affect  it.  Spring  wheat  stands  have  been  coming  along  rapidly,  despite  some  heat 
linjury,  but  are  uneven  over  much  of  the  area  east  of  the  Divide,  and  in  common  with 
lother  spring  grains  need  rain  for  maturing.  Uneven  stands  are  expected  to  make 
jharvesting  difficult.  Small  grains  are  heading,  and  much  on  short  straw.  Wheat 
production  this  year  will  be  below  avera,ge,  but  still  considerably  better  than  the 
!very  short  crop  of  193^*  This  is  also  apparent  of  other  small  grains.  Sugar  beets 
ihave  been  making  splendid  progress  after  a  late  thinning  season.  The  condition  of 
beets  is  fair  in  the  northeast,  but  good  to  excellent  elsewhere.  Sugar  beet  pro¬ 
duction  will  likely  be  larger  than  last  year  with  considerable  increase  in  l\ay  pro¬ 
duction.  Peas  have  suffered  a  25  to  75?^  damage  from  disease  in  Flathead  County, 
jbut  are  excellent  in  other  districts.  Beans,  potatoes,  and  gardens  are  doing  well. 
Corn  and  late  forage  crops  have  been  making  more  rapid  growth  as  the  result  of  hot, 
sunny  weather. 

Haying  made  good  progress.  ^T/hile  first  cutting  alfalfa  yields  have  been 
'below  normal,  they  have  shown  good  quality  and  quite  equal  to  last  year’s  produc-^ 
tion.  The  second  crop  has  started  well  in  most  areas.  The  alfalfa  seed  crop  is  in 
full  bloom.  Crested  wheat  grass  is  reported  heading,  as  also  many  native  grasses. 

Ranges  and  pastures  have  begun  to  show  the  effects  of  hot  weather  and  lack 
of  moisture.  Higher  ranges  generally  are  doing  well.  In  the  northeast  feed  is 
scanty  or  lacking  because  of  continued  severe  drought  conditions.  The  bulk  of 
vegetation  on  many  other  eastern  ranges  consists  of  weeds  which  are  beginning  to 
turn  brovm  from  the  extreme  heat.  South  of  the  Yellowstone  and  west  of  the  Divide, 
grass  is  reported  good  to  excellent.  Good  rains  are  needed  for  most  ranges  and 
pastures . 

The  condition  of  livestock  improved  with  the  exception  of  the  extreme  north¬ 
east,  where  drought  conditions  have  necessitated  further  shipment  to  market  and  out¬ 
side  pastures. 

The  insect  situation  remains  about  the  same.  Bl  iftr’r  b-'  11 'shave  been  re¬ 
ported  particularly  damaging  in  east-central  counties,  and  the  worst  grasshopper 
outbreak  is  reported  in  Wibaux  county’s  history. 

TEt/IPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA  WEEK  ENDING  JULY  c,  1937 


Temoerature  Sunshine  precip  itat  ion(  inches  c§:hundredths'' 

^  of  Total  Total  oince  Aprinr^ 

Highest  Lowest  possible _ This  w eek  April  1,  1937  Jaly  7,  1936 


Billings 

106 

64 

* 

0.12 

6.31 

3.66 

Bo  zeman 

93 

5G 

* 

0.73 

7.86 

4.39 

Cut  Bank 

96 

45 

* 

o.c4 

5.63 

3.38  -■ 

Fort  Peck 

108 

57 

* 

0.09 

3-07 

3-31 

Glendive 

110 

53 

* 

o.6i 

4.39 

2.57 

GreatFalls 

101 

54 

* 

^.16 

3.84 

4.^4 

Havre 

io4 

58 

82 

0.09 

4.64 

2.45 

HELENA 

97 

54 

79 

0.27 

3.40 

4.18 

Kali  spell 

94 

48 

92 

0.79 

5.00 

3,4s 

Lewistown 

98 

50 

* 

0.27 

4.74 

5.43 

Malta 

103 

60 

* 

0.30 

5.50 

2.24 

’'Ules  City 

108 

66 

88 

0.24 

3.84 

1.50 

lissoula 

100 

54 

82 

0.03 

3.00 

4.11 

'oplar 

110 

54 

0.08 

1.41 

2.22 

leries  -  1937  - 

No.  13 

W.  E. 

M^.aghan ,  We  a,  th  e  r 

Bureau 

*  No  data 

[elena,  Montana  Jay  G-  i^’iamond,  l/ivn.  of  Crop  &  Livestock  Estimates. 
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The  following  county  sunitiiaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending 
July  3,  1937  are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C, 
Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension  Service. 

BEa'VERHEaD :  No  precipitation;  warm;  some  winds.  Soiiie  crops  starting  to  burn; 

water  being  released  from  Lima  Dam;  outlook  not  as  good  as  a  ¥/eek 
ago;  some  alfalfa  being  cut.  Shearing  still  on.  Two  clips  reported  sold  last 
week;  grass  good,  but  needs  moisture.  Grasshoppers  being  poisoned  on  crop  land 
in  the  Lima  Dell  area. 

BIG  HORl-: :  Extremely  warm  v/ith  two  local  showers.  Growing  conditions  not  so 

good  and  need  of  additional  moisture  is  general  over  the  northern 
half  of  the  county  vi/here  the  range  is  burning.  The  southern  half  of  the  county 
is  in  good  shape  yet.  Valley  crops  in  good  condition,  beets  making  splendid 
progress  after  a  late  thinning  season.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Crickets 
still  menacing.  Grasshoppers  doing  less  damage  than  was  anticipated.  About 
200  men  working  on  the  cricket  control  project. 

BLAINE  CO :  No  precipitation.  Temperaturus  around  100  degrees  for  three  days. 

All  crops  except  those  on  irrigated  lands  showing  signs  of  lack 
of  moisture.  First  cutting  alfalfa  well  under  way  v/ith  yields  about  equal  to 
last  year.  Sugar  b^cts  and  other  crops  on  irrigated  land  showed  rapid  growth 
this  week.  Grasshoppers  doing  some  damage  to  grain  fields.  Poison  bait  being 
spread  by  most  farmers  south  of  the  Milk  Rivor.  No  hopper  or  hopper  damage  re¬ 
ported  north  of  Milk  River.  Shearing  will  be  completed  about  the  middle  of 
next  week.  All  classes  of  livestock  shov/  considerable  improvement.  The  range 
will  need  additional  moisture  soon  in  order  to  carry  the  stock  until  normal 
shipping  season. 

C^iRBON :  Precipitation  .07  inch  in  the  Rod  Lodge  area,  none  elsewhere. 

Weather  hot  and  dry.  Both  winter  and  spring  wheat  looking  good. 
First  crop  of  hay  showing  good  yields.  Water  supplj^  sufficient  thus  far.  Crops 
in  general  are  good  all  through  the  county.  There  is  quite  a  grasshopper  in¬ 
festation  in  certain  sections  of  the  county.  The  cricket  situation  remains 
serious,  with  approximately  200  men  at  work  in  the  county.  Livestock  conditions 
fair,  ranges  beginning  to  dry.  Labor  situation  short. 

CASCaDE :  Hot  dry  winds  and  no  precipitation  the  past  week.  Spring  v/heat  is 

starting  to  burn  and  without  moisture  within  the  next  few  days  wmll 
have  little  chance  of  producing  a  crop.  Afeny  of  the  winter  wlieat  fields  in 

the  southern  part  of  the  county  will  produce  some  wheat  without  further  precipi¬ 
tation.  Ranges  still  in  good  shapu  and  crop  prospects  on  irrigated  land  are 
excellent.  Farmers  are  well  along  w.lth  their  irrigating.  Thinning  of  sugar 
boL-ts  is  about  complete  and  the  first  hoeing  is  well  underway.  Farmers  putting 
up  first  cutting  of  hay  and  weather  has  been  ideal  for  this  work.  Livestock 
arc  still  in  excellent  condition  with  ample  range  for  livestock  on  hand.  Grass¬ 
hopper  damage  is  very  limited.  The  cricket  prograra  continuing. 

CHOUTeAU :  Practically  no  precipitation,  very  warm  weather  with  temperatures 

rising  to  over  100  degrees.  Too  hot  for  ideal  grov/ing  conditions. 
V/heat  very  spotted,  however  many  fair  yields  are  in  prospect  as  yet,  but  hot  dry 
wwathor  is  doing  much  damage  and  additional  rain  will  be  needed  in  the  near 
future.  Alfalfa  crop  generally  rather  short.  Range  conditions  continue  to 
improve,  no  movement  of  cattle  is  reported.  Some  wool  being  shipped  out. 

Mormon  cricket  control  work  continuing  in  full  force.  Hopper  daiiiage  reported 
in  some  areas  and  bait  is  moving. 

CUSTER,  PQwDER  RIVER:  Warmer  wixh  few  scattered  local  thunder  sho'wers.  Rain 

nasded  on  .both  dryland  crops  and  range,  some  hay  being 
cut  on  flood  irrigation  projects.  Alfalfa  acreage  insignificant  this  year. 

Many  new  stands  are  still  doing  good  where  flooded.  Beets  and  other  irrigated 
crops  continue  to  do  well.  Range  improves  southward,  but  still  dry  in  the  North, 
All  areas  can  use  rain.  \/eeds  seem  to  m.ake  up  a  bulk  of  vegetation  this  year 
and  now  beginning  to  turn  brown.  Livestock  continue  to  do  ’..'ell.  Grasshoppers 
not  doing  damage  expected.  Crick-^ts  have  crossed  Ponder  River  to  the  southeast. 
Damage  reported  to  crops  and  gardens. 

DaL'.IELS :  No  precipitation.  VMnds  subsided  ■'./ith  no  dust  storms  of  anj''  in¬ 

tensity  during  week.  Severe  hot  weather  prevailed  w'ith  the  temp- 
eimtures  hitting  107  and  108  degrees  during  Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  Crop  condi¬ 
tions  unchanged,  indicating  total  failure.  Continued  shipment  of  livestock  to 
market  and  outside  pastures  prevailed.  Approaiimately  100  carloads  have  loft 
the  county.  Blister  beetles  >.,rc  working  some  on  gardens.  Grasshoppers  are 
making  growth,  but  exist  only  in  some  localities. 

DAViSON :  Generally  hot,  with  scattered  show’ors,  out  not  extensive  enough 

to  be  of  any  considerable  benefit.  The  conditions  in  the  northern 
end  of  the  county  none  to  favorable,  and  crops  are  thin.  Other  areas  appear  to 
be  developing  fairly  s->tisfactorily,  with  early  grains  heading  and  chances  of 
maturing  r^asonab3_c.  Corn  generally  is  slow.  Alfalfa  seed  crops  arc  in  full 


bloom.  Late  plcaitod  foro^go  crops  arc  coming  slo’.vly.  Grazing  conditions  in  most  of 
county  arc  f-vorc.,blo  at  this  time;  but  some  small  c.re..s  still  short  of  grass. 

Hopper  dcjne.gc  in  more  or  l-^ss  scatt^rad  ai‘e-..s.  Some  control  measures  are  in  pro¬ 
gress.  Blister  beetles  are  d' magiag  gardens  and  potatoes. 

Fi^LOK ,  C-iiHTLR :  Growing  conditions  fair  to  good.  Gmail  grains  ho  .dcd  out  shor¬ 

ing  good  gro’.vth.  Grasshopper  damage  being  reported.  Livestock 
continue  to  show  good  gains.  Gx'ass  excellent  although  many  weeds  are  noticeablo. 
Ranchers  will  cut  sufficient  quantity  of  wild  h...y  to  winter  stock  as  well  as  a 
lot  of  grass  remaining  for  fall  and  winter  grazing.  Livestock  prospects  as  far  o.s 
food  situation  is  concerned  are  good. 

FeRGUS :  Hot  dry  wec.th^r  of  past  week  btjginiiing  to  show  some  d:mago  to  grain 

crops.  Scattered  showers  in  cast  part  of  county.  Spring  \;hcat  con¬ 
tinues  to  make  good  growth.  Some  farmers  cutting  grain  for  hay  duo  to  grass¬ 
hoppers,  Grasshoppers  beginning  to  do  considerable  damage  to  range  land.  Grass 
continues  good  in  most  parts  of  county.  Grasshopper  poison  moving  in  large 
amounts  during  pc.st  wwek. 

FLaTHBaD :  First  part  of  the  week  hc'-t.  A  good  shower  on  Tuesday,  with  cool 

wO'-ther  th^  latter  p^.rt  of  the  week.  The  hot  we  .ther  showed  up  a 
number  of  fields  that  ne';ded  moisture  quite  badly,  especially  pe..-.s  \.’hich  are 
'  generally  infected  with  a  root  rot  disec.so.  The  dcmr.ge  to  peas  will  run  from 
25>'o  to  75>o,  The  rain  Tuesday  nifht  helped  all  crops.  Growing  co;:ditio:is  h;  ve 
I  boon  ideal  for  small  gr.in  crops  the  latter  p^.rt  of  the  week.  Alfalfa  is  being 
'  cut  'and  yields  will  probably  run  a  little  lighter  than  the  first  cutting  last 
year.  Condition  of  livestock  is  very  good  with  plenty  of  feed  on  ranges  end  in 
pastures.  Labor  i..doqu>..te . 

GALLaTIN :  Generally  clear.  Gradually  increased  temper, turos.  Cutting  and 

st-.cking  of  hay  in  full  swing.  Hay  being  put  up  in  encelloiit  shape 
and  good  crops  reported.  Vvhnter  wheat  ripening  fast  nnd  will  mature  a  good  crop 
inmost  cases  without  any  further  moisture.  Spring  grain  showing  effects  of  dry- 
I  ness,  in -west  and  north  portions  of  the  county.  Some  water  shortage  apparent  in 
j  the  Gallatin  River  whereby  three  of  the  main  cc.n;:ls  have  now  been  cut  to  half 
capacity.  Range  bc.nds  of  sheep  and  range  herds  of  cattle  now  generally  on  Forest 
Service  pasture. 

Garfield ,  retro LSUIvi :  Ht  with  some  days  hot  alnds.  Gro'.lng  good  generally 

but  moisture  is  needed  badly,  n.  quick  shower  at  the  end 
of  the  period  gave  beneficial  moisture  in  the  J  rdan  arua.  E.rly  seeded  crops 
have  about  25%  of  a  chance  to  come  through  for  s^cd  and  feed.  Late  seeded  corn 
and  other  feed  crops  have  made  fair  starts  generally,  out  moisture  is  needed. 
Grasshopper  doiaage  progresses  more  rapidly  with  the  higher  temperatures  but  is 
in  limited  areas.  Livestock  condition  good,  very  little  m.ovement  at  present. 

GL,n.CIER:  A  few  slight  showers  this  past  week,  not  enough  to  effect  soil 

moisture  conditions.  Some  soil  still  blOv;s.  Temperatures  gener¬ 
ally  warmer.  Some  winter  rye  harvested  for  hay.  E.arly  wheat  generallj^  in  the 
boot,  some  that  was  not  blo'v.'n  is  heading  out,  Oe.ts  heading.  Alfalfa  being  cut. 
Crop  looks  good.  Blown  areas  made  some  fields  very  very  spotted  as  to  growth 
and  conditions.  Livestock  in  ,.ncellent  shape.  There  is  a  market  here  for  good 
stock.  No  change  in  labor  situation.  Ground  drying  out.  A  good  rain  now  would 
insure  a  good  crop. 

HILL:  Trace  of  proci -itLi.tion  for  the'  'c.st  week.  Ideal  growi.ng  conditions 

during  past  v/eek.  No  vi  nd  has  hastened  crop  gro;;th.  R  iigos  improving  very  slowly. 
More  moisture  needed  to  improve  range  conditions  and  to  continue  crop  growth. 
Livestock  in  fairly  good  condition.  Labor  situation,  balanced. 

JUDITH  Basin :  ■  Temperatures  warm.  Precipitation  at  Stanford  .05,  scattered 

showers  throughout  county.  Soil  moisture  below  normal.  Some 
soil  blowing  during  past  week.  Hj..  vy  infestation  of  grasshoppers.  Livestock 
^  still  in  good  condition  in  foothills  and  mountain  aroas;  also  in  western  part 
of  county.  RL.nge  fair. 

LAKE :  Light  showers  scattered  over  most  of  county.  Via:. ther  hot  but  normal 

for  this  season.  H.ying  in  full  swing  with  good  yields.  Grain  w^ell 
!  headed  and  winter  grains  starting  to  ripen.  All  crops  making  rapid  growth, 
peas  in  full  bloom  and  show  prospects  of  excellent  crop.  Livestock  in  good 
condition.  Grasshoppers  and  crickets  being  held  under  control, 

!  LEvVIS  &  CLaRK,  EROnDv.^HAR:  Hottest  period  to  date  this  y^ar  which  ww.s  fine  for 

irrigc.ted  crops,  but  caused  ':.urning  of  much  dryland 
grains.  Light  sho\;crs  in  loc:,lizod  irons  in  botli  counties.  Dryland  crops  in 
need  of  moisture.  Irrige.ted  crops,  w'hore  sufficient  moisture  is  available,  are 
doing  well,  Broadwater  dryland  crops  are  in  less  favorable,  condition  than 


!  -  3  - 

jLov;is  &  Clc.rk.  Grass  in  is  in  nood  of  moro  moisture .  YMntor  feed  may 

i  bo  a  problem  in  both  counties.  Grasshoppers  not  :.s  active  as  eo:poctod.  Mormon 
I  crickets  increasing  in  irambers  end  c.  nov;  band  discovurod  near  Scibon. 

I 

!  IiiADISOiM- JEFfShSOM :  Hot  end  dry  throughout  '.eok  v/ith  only  trace  of  precinitation. 

!  Hot  v.’lnds  have  removed  much  of  the  surface  moisture  and 

•  supplies  of  irrigation  nator  are  r<_pidly  decru  .sing.  H  ying  progressing  nith  only 
I  fair  yields  in  most  instances.  Seme  nheat  has  been  c.bandonod  due  to  grasshoppers, 
j  v’ith  mcB  t  of  the  grain  and  pea  crops  bolov.'  normal  as  to  stand,  and  many  fields 
j  suffering  from  lack  of  moisture.  R.-c-..t  ranins  improved  lov.ur  ranges  sufficient 
to  c  rry  sheep  until  the  Forest  season  opened.  Feed  supplies  on  renges  on  the 
j  Forest  Reserve  above  5800  feet  elevation  reported  to  be  good,  ^/hilo  bolon  5600 
j  feet  elevation  the  feed  supplies  are  poor.  Stock  are  generally  in  good  condition 
I  at  the  preSv^nt  time.  Labor  is  short  alth  several  men  looking  for  more  help  for 
!  haying. 

MbAGKKR :  Hot,  no  precipitation  I'st  i.'o^k,  range  drying  r--.pidly.  Grass  curled, 

but  not  yet  brov.r.  in  loner  country.  Crops  not  yet  damaged.  Irrigr.ted  crops  okay, 
although  all  yi>-.lds  nill  bo  a  little  below  cn/erege.  Livestock  in  good  condition  . 
Heat  and  flies  bothering.  Temporary  slack  period-in  l.abor,  little  to  report. 
Irrige.tion  v;;.ter  already  beginning  to  be  short.  Grasshoppoer  m,on;,co  increasing 
in  proportion  to  heat. 

luISSOULA :  Hot  and  dry  all  \7eek.  Sone  small  shower  that  was  of  no  particular 
benefit.  Haying  is  started  in  all  parts  of  county  except  hig:her 
mountain  valleys.  Yields  about  75^0  of  norm...  V/hoat  headin.g  out.  Yield  prospects 
being  reduced  by  hot  we  ther.  Sugar  b..:ets  a::d  pot.'.tocs  making  good  growth. 
Strawberry  first  crop  in  full  production.  Yields  loss  than  normal.  Irrigation 
water  plentiful  from  Missoula  river  but  low  from  other  strooms.  Lower  pastures 
dryed  up.  Higher  ranges  still  in  good  condition. 

GOLDEN  VaLLSY,  Ii/jUSSALSIilLL:  Warm.  Tw.'O  days  of  wind.  Scatter-..d  shov.or,  but  no 

general  rain  over  the  two  counties.  Spri.ng  w'iieo.t 
showing  effects  of  huat,  and  short  .ge  of  a.oisture.  The  winter  wheat  in  several 
areas  is  just  c.bout  made,  '/.'ith  prospects  of  a  good  crop  unless  something  unusual 
happens  very  quickly.  Corn  and  some  of  the  other  emergency  feed  crops  are  coming 
along  very  rapidly.  Livestock  arc  in  the  best  condition  in  those  tv;o  counties 
that  they  have  been  at  this  time  of  the  year  for  seven  or  eight  years. 

PARK:  Warm,  weather  prevailing  during  week  with  above  90  degrees  recorded  several 

days.  Grains  and  grasses  doing  well.  First  crop  of  alfalfa  haying  well 
under  aay.  Livestock  in  iairly  good  condition.  Farm  l-‘.bor  scarce  at  Farm  Labor 
Wages.  Cricket  control  work  increased  is  result  of  increased  appropriation. 

About  two  tons  of  grasshopper  poison  being  distributed  daily, 

PHILLIPS :  Hot  and  dry  with  one  local  thunder  storm,  registering  0.30  inch  of 

rain  in  central  part  of  county.  Recent  reins  have  improved  prospects 
for  feed  crops.  Wlieat  generally  poor.  Corn,  millet  and  other  feed  crops  being 
Seeded.  Conditions  in  the  irrigated  section  very  good.  Range  has  improved  to 
such  extent  that  it  w;ill  not  be  necesso.ry  for  stockiaent  to  ship  out  until  fall, 

PONDERA :  Light  shower  during;  week,  otherwise  hot  forepart  with  cooler  latter 

part,  \hie-at  is  irregul-..r  in  stand  following  the  rains.  Considerable 
reseeding  was  done  imriediatoly  after  the  hea-vy  rains  on  June  12th  and  making 
spl^^ndid  growth  with  noisturo  and  heat.  Prospects  of  crop  production  appear 
lower  L.t  this  particular  tine  due  to  sun  blight  on  lower  leaves  giving  small 
grains  a  sot  back.  3y  and  larg^e  feed  crops  arc  uniformly  good  following  the 
rains  and  will  undoubtedly  nature  for  ample  feed  r..;serves.  Now  hay  soedings 
are  thiie  but  additional  alfalfa  and  sweet  clover  shoots  boginming  to  appear. 
Pastures  again  need  rain.  Insect  activity  showing  effect,  but  grass  still  grov7- 
ing  good  on  the  range,  the  anticipated  movement  of  livestock  to  market  by  reason 
of  drouth  prior  to  rains  has  not  developed,  except  the  occassional  sale  of  a  few 
steers.  Leased  range  shows  plenty  of  grass  for  carrying  livestock  this  year. 

Labor  bal-anced. 

PRaIRIE :  Weather  very  hot  and  dry  until  Thursday  night  v’hen  light  showers  v;ere 

received  which  cooled  the  atmosphere.  Crops  suffering  from  lack  of 
moisture  and  burning  in  the  hot  wmathor.  Crops  revived  soiaow'hat  after  the  showers 
of  Thursday  night  which  cooled  the  weather  considerably.  Gr<..sshoopers  have  boon 
moving  in  on  crops  frOxOi  the  idle  and  range  land,  Liv..stock  improving  in  rendition. 
No  activity  in  the  wool  market.  Supply  of  labor  is  ample. 

RICHLM.'.D:  Extremely  wmrm  and  dry  tliroughout  the  week  with  no  precipitation  except 

a  few  sprinkles  on  Thursday  night.  Grain  crops  in  the  dryland  are  beyond  recovery, 
except  a  few/  scattered  fields  in  two  or  three  com-iunitics.  The  possibility  of 
getting  some  corn  as  feed  and  some  late  for  .ge  crops  is  still  good  providing 
sufficieiat  moisture  is  obtained  during  the  next  two  or  throe  w'oeks.  Farmers  in 
general  are  depending  entirely  on  getting  these  feeds  for  a  feed  supply.  The  first 
cutting  of  alfc.lfa  is  about  3/4  completed  in  the  irrigixted  valley  and  the  bi.lcnce 
of  the  farmers  will  complete  haying  oper-.tions  next  week.  Sugar  boots  and  other 
email  crops  arc  doing  very  well  in  the  irrigated  valley  eoepocially  where  they 
wore  cultivated  early  and  v/ater  "was  applied  early. 


•Rangus  and  vater  holas  arc  dryiiia  up.  Manp-  stDckncn  in  tha  ucst.^rn  pcriion  of 
the  county  will  be  noving  their  livestock  ’ithin  a  v;o^k  unless  coisturo  coiidi- 
tioiis  inprovG.  Poisoning  of  gr:: ss’ioppcrs  progressing  in  a  few  coior.iunities , 
especially  in  the  irriiiatcd  territory,  nc.inly  in  the  Savage  area. 

ROOSEVELT :  Drouth  continues,  no  ro.in  during  past  week.  No  change  in  crop 

conditions.  Prospects  for  .any  late  feed  crops  very  poor.  Live¬ 
stock  novercent  continues.  Sone  loss  fron  dust  roneur.ionia  -anong  cattle  on 
abandoned  grain  fields.  Hopper  control  being  atter.ipted  on  a  few  farns  but 
poisoning  operc.tions  will  be  very  limited. 

ROSEBUD :  Hot  wec.ther  entire  week.  Few  scattered  showers  of  little  benefit. 

Dry  land  crops  deteriorating  rapidly  from  intense  lieat  and  cricket 
dcxn.ge.  Irrig-ted  crops  excellent.  Irrigo.tGd  wild  meodO'ws  yiulding  fair  crop 
of  hay.  Corn  growing  rapidly  ■:;ith  increased  tonperature.  Additional  moisture 
will  be  needed  soon  in  order  to  coo.tinue  growth.  Livestock  generally  doing  well. 
Grass  in  south  half  of  county  sufficient  for  season.  Weeds  furnishing  bulk  of 
feed  in  north  half.  Feed  may  become  short  in  tr.is  area  after  weeds  dry  up, 

SoumDERS :  Precipitation  .01.  Gonorally  fair  and  v.v.rm.  Crops  making  rapid  growth. 

Winter  o/heat  ripening  with  apparent  moisture  for  good  quality.  Outlook 
for  about  65yo  of  normal  crop  because  of  poor  stand  from  deficient  moisture  last 
fall  and  e:.rly  spring.  Spring  grain  heading  out  end  rvoJcing  rapid  grow'th  but  will 
need  rein  soon.  Harvesting  first  cutting  hay  in  full  swing  under  ideal  v/oatlior 
conditions.  Livestock  in  good  condition,  mostly  on  Iiighcr  range  which  is  in  fine 
condition. 

STIILWaTER :  H  ,t  d.:.ys  u:.?.  nigiits  lurin  :  ‘..‘ck.  ^.11  cr.'ps  rnlria.g  rapid  growth.  6ont- 

inuft^ion  of  hot  weather  vdll  ...n  early  ripening.  Rain  at  this  tine 
would  be  very  bei.eficial.  Haying  in  full  swing.  Idcrmon  crickets  serious  throat 
to  crops.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Shearing  pretty^  well  conpleted.  No  wool 
moving.  No  surplus  of  labor. 

SUN  R TVER :  Weather  dry  and  hot.  Moisture  from  recent  rains  pretty  well  depleted. 

Farmers  rushing  irrigeation  of  small  grain  aii-d  seed  peas.  First  cutt¬ 
ing  of  hay  just  starting,  grass  still  holding  up.  simple  labor, 

SWEET  grass :  Trace  of  precipitation.  Crops  on  irrigated  lands  grovmng  rapidly. 

Dry  land  crops  showing  effects  of  dry  weather.  25%  of  haying  is 
under  way.  Alfalfa  60^  killed  out.  Crop  Vury  light.  Natural  grasses  good.  Fall 
rye  hay  in  stack.  Needing  rain  L—dly.  Grass  is  headed  and  starting  to  cure. 
Shearing  is  completed.  Wool  moving . out  rapidly,  on  contract  and  consignment.  Sone 
feeder  lambs  being  contracted.  Livestock  of -all  kinds  doing  well.  Insects  (crick¬ 
ets  and  grasshoppers)  are  b:d  in  spots, 

TETON:  Abnormally  high  temperatures  the  past  week.  A  few’  scc.tt'^rod  thunder 

showers  of  no  appreciable  g:'0d.  Good  gro'./ing  weather  this  past  week. 

Late  crops  coming  along  as  good  as  can  bo  expected.  E..rly  seeded  wheat  heading 
out,  but  Vury  short,  Sone  ulf.'.lfa  hajliif;  started,  with  a  crop  possibly  a  little 
lighter  ti^an  normal.  Three  reservoir  c.iid  canal  conpanius  in  the  county  have  been 
able  to  store  up  a  littlu  v.’ater  during  the  June  rains,  so  that  they  'will  be  able 
Vo  do  some  irrigating  tliis  month.  There  has  been  some  increased  hopper  activity 
in  the  F^.rnington  area,  but  plenty  of  poison  is  on  hand  to  take  care  of  then. 
Another  good  rain  wall  bo  needed  within  a  few  days.  Shearing  nearing  the  comple¬ 
tion  nark. 


TOOLE:  Weather  hot  throughout  week.  A  few  light  showers  with  a  trace  of  moisture 

Sone  of  the  thicker  stands  of  v.heat  have  burned  slightly  during  the  past 
week.  Reseeded  mustard  coning  in  good  shape.  Sone  of  the  crops  reseeded  near 


Galata  and  v/hich  received  several  cloudbursts  and  rains  arc  not  doing  very  well. 
T,,e  fiulds  have  crusted.  The  wheat  -  -  -  . 


.ne  wne; 

some  areas  having  very'  good  stands 


acreage  is  between  75'fo  and  80/0  of  a  full  stcjid, 
Lid  others  thin,  due  to  the  windblowing,  cut¬ 
worms,  and  crusting.  Shooring  operations  started  and  in  full  swing.  Pastures  and 
ranges  in  good  shape  throughout  entire  county.  Labor,  plentiful. 


VALLEY :  Extremely  hot  dry  weather  with  some  v.’inds  causing  soil  drifting,  with 

light  scattered  showers  particularly  along  the  river.  In  the  north¬ 
eastern  section  of  the  county  crops  are  completely  gone.  I.;  east  centre. 1,  north- 
central,  and  western  part  of  the  cou..ty  x.lth  rain  they  will  got  some  food.  Range 
'is  soinewhat  inproa'ed  in  the  central  and  x;estorn  portion  of  the  county  fron  recont 
rains.  Considerable  late  food,  such  :.s  coi'.n,  oats,  rlllets  and  cane  have  been 
seeded,  but  these  are  making  very  poor  headway.  Irrigated  crops  are  improving  the 
Ic.st  week.  H  rvesting  of  alfalfa  hay  is  in  full  swing  at  this  tine.  Sugar  beets 
are  looking  fair  at  this  time.  Livestock  arc-  liolling  their  own.  Shearing  has  been 
completed,  Floocos  show  a  h^avy  shriiEcage.  Some  of  the  large  sheepmen  feel  that 
they  have  grass  enough  to  got  by  until  sometime  in  August,  Cattloncnt  in  northern 
part  of  the  county  are  short  on  grass.  No  labor  noodod.  Grasshoppers  are  bad  in 
the  range  area  and  in  some  sections  of  the  irrirg-...ted  ve.lley. 
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WIBaUX :  V/w.r:'.i  v'octlii^r  during  tlio  T.'ook.  Pi?Gcipitation  at  V/ibaux  0.37  inch.  Crops 

beginning  to  burn,  V/orst  outbreak  of  grasshoppers  in  history  of  county.  Poison¬ 
ing  caripaign  in  ftLll  suing.  Gjod  results  fror.i  poisoning,  but  hoppers  too  numerous. 
Farriers  trying  to  save  crops  for  feed.  Wheat  harvest  '.vill  bo  yery  snail.  Early 
i.hec.t  is  nou  being  cut  for  hay.  Ranges  deteriorated  since  last  ueok  because  of 
hot  dry  ueather, 

WHEaTLaND :  Light  shouers  during  the  uuek.  Extremely  hot  during  day;  grass  and 

crops  burning  badly.  Stockneii  holding  permit  to  move  sheep  to  forest 
reserve  for  surxier,  V/ool  has  been  moved  out  of  the  county  in  small  portions. 
Shearing  practically  completed. 

YELnOV/STOLE :  Extremely  hot,  Grouing  conditions  excellent  in  all  areas  except  that 

area  under  B.L.and  I,  ditch,  uhich  is  still  under  repair.  'Winter 
uheat  south  of  the  Yclloustone  River  excellent.  Winter  uheat  north  side  of  river 
fair  to  average.  Crops  under  irrigated  project  in  good  shape.  Haying  about  com¬ 
pleted.  Livestock  in  good  shape.  All  labor  being  employed  in  rehabilitation  of 
ditches,  fair  grounds  and  cleaning  up  on  ranchos  cmd  in  the  city  of  Billings,  as 
uell  as  on  the  cricket  control  campaign.  Crickets  oxtrenolj^  bad  and  doing  consid¬ 
erable  doi'iage  on  south  side  of  river.  Approximately  ono-fourth  of  v.hat  is  still 
a  bui.iper  crop  destroyed  by  crickets  uith  possibility  of  much  more  daixage  before 
harvest  starts.  V-ry  little  dcxiago  from  grasshoppers. 


